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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Chriftian Reader,. 
F*-- wr any defire of aprearivy in Print, bat 


| ' meer mportunity thut hatly prevailed wirh 
i me 10 publiſh the few folowny Sheers' 5 For 
7 . the* ] would nor deelive' any thing ninee 
1 might cend to rhe honour of God; and ris ſyiviraal. 
1 good off any; and rho" the Sabjedh trented of, — | 
[viz, Mens finding' oor and! keeping' themſelves 4 
from their miquity] bt & ufrer of prear and 
conftant imporrante, and that wherein unncb of 
th rhe [ife. of Religion, amd the power of Godimeſs 
S doit lye- jet thu hath beew ſo eerollemily and. 
frafically handled by che Reverend Db. Bates, 
Fhat' I could: hardly prevamt with my ſelf togpue 
J. ”»y conſent i the publiſhing of rhrſs Mateny bu 
T Save beer at length overcome by the ſoltuirarrons 
i of ſore, whom, 1I'muſt confeſs, I wir lomB ro'd6- 
"i Þ), as being bonnd to bhonwnur them for their oloſe 
'Y walk with God, and Zenl tv projiupate vbe” Kinp- 
F dom of Chriſt, and the pratfice of rexl(' Holimys, .. 
| Theſe.Sermon3 as now printed, with very little 
Variation as to heads or expreſſions, were preached 4 
forty years ſcent publick, Anno 1657, and la- 
Þ vi2g, accaſjon-this jear. m a Loris: day-convfe of 
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Sermons upon Ifa, 53. fo kg ſomewhat fo che? 
ſame effef upon thoſe words, in the 6th werſe of | 
that Chapter | We bave turned every one to his | 
own way ] 1 was -defired to print, and oe] 
printed according to the Notes preached ſo lon 
ſ#nce,when I ſpoke more largely to the Subjeft chenk i 
1 did when 1 returned upon it thu year. Thu « a? 
rrue account of the occafion of theſe Sheets appear-\ 
ing thus in publick,, which it was convenient thou” 
ſhouldft be acquainted with. I ſhall add no more. 
but my earneſt prayers that God would make this 
Word profitable to my ſelf,and all that ſhall read '| 
it; and to requeſt thy prayers for me (whom God. 

hath graciouſly brought almoſ# to the cloſe of my 
ſeventy third year) that God would be pleaſed: 
more and more to fulfil to me that good Ward of : 
bes Grace, that they that are planted in the Houſe 
of the Lord,. ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in OldY © 

ee, rbey [bal be-fat and flouriſhing to the pre | 
big. Gags Bſuuineſs and 1kill of God the Bleſſed} 

Hasbandman, and of the fatneſs and wirtne of} | 

.Chrift the true Vine, By ſuch Chriſtian remem-. | 

brances of me at the Throne of Grace, thoy wilt ; 

- exceedingly oblige him who earneſtly"deſires more} - 
Grace 10 ares himſelf while in thus Trbernagl, J ; 


The faithful vant c 
Nottingham of Chriſt and Toy 
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That Great Dury pos comfortable 4 
gy Evidence | Areping our ſelves from = 


"7 our Inquity. | 


P* : | __— by | 
.e | Plalm 18. 23. 7 was alſo upright before 
kim, and I kept my ſelf from mine ant- 


of quity. | + 

d. | - 7 
1+ H 1S Plalmis aP Pſalm of Thankſgi giving, 
ay 1 the occalion of \ which the Tine of the 
f Pſalm acquaints us with,wjz, the Lord's 
ſe] delivering ct the Pllmiſt, from the 
4] hands of all his Enemies, and from the hand of; 
ſe Saul, But I ſhall not ſpend time 1n locking Fo 
4] to the foregoing verſes; but come immediately 

f! the Text it felt 5 wherein you hav&Wele two 
ij parts or things conſiderable. ( 1.) Dave's 1o- 
4 lemn and ſerious profeſſion of his finceriry? I was 


alſe upright before, or, with him. (2.) The proof 
and evidence 6f this his ſincerity, .and 7 ept my 
[elf from mine iniguity. Briefly to open the 

words; [: I was alſo upright before him ] 1. e. (1n- 

cere in the bent of my heart,approving myheart to 

| Gofſerting the Lord Ws me, carrying my ol 
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| general courſe of my Canyerſation, as under God's Y ( 
Eye: This being upright, is in the Scripture mij | 
ſeveral places ftiled, being perfe&t; Gen. 17. 1,Þ i 
Walk before me and be thou perfefF, or, as it is in'Þ} 
the Margin, upright or ſincere; ſo Fob1. 1, 8.F' | 
& c. 2,4.3Z- Job 18 (aid to be a perteft and up-Y} - 
right man ;; the latter word explains the former. 
No'meer man on Earth, is legally perfe&, with; 


' a perfettion of degrees; for. legal perfetion is. 


full copformity to God, a finlefs perfe&tion; but 
every true Believer is Evangelically perfe&, that 
15, upright and fincere, perteC} with a perfeRjon * 
of parts, as a Child that hath all its faculties and 
members, is a perfe& Child, tho! it be not ar- 
rived at 1s full growth and ftature ; Yea the 
Believer iz perfect in his deſign and aim, breath- 
ipg, and endeavouring after perfeion, and thall * 
ar laff, rmmediately after death, be made perfe * 
in holineſs, | 4nd ] kept my ſelf from mine. ini- 
quity | #.p. I watched over my beart, obſerved 
my ſcff, uſed” all means of God's appointing to'? 
keep thy felt from fir. David doth not arrogate | 
ro himfelf, or afcribe his keeping himſelf from-his 
iniquity' to his own ſtrength, eicher of Nature, or | 
of Grace receiveg.; for he was very (enſibleand 
reapily acknowledged, that he could nor; keep. | 
bimfelf, bur that it was God, his ſpecial Gratd, and - 
the continued and renewed Aids of his Spirit! ey - 
could keep him. from his iniquities; and Is ble 7 | 
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keep himſelf-from theſe, "The DoQtine is, 


God's prople,and an evidence of their (meerity, 
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um e-oprightly before him; that it was * 
God in Chriſt ; it was Jeſus he looked ro a8 the - 
Author and finiſher of his Faith, and all other 


Pas 


'F Graces ; but he knew God works by nieans, and 


en men not as ſtocks or ſtones; but theymuſt uſe 
Gad's approved means to keep them ; and tho? 
they be paſſive in the turning a& of Conver- 
fion, yet God then infuſes a principle of ſpiri- 
tual life into them, and requires they ſhould 
uſe the means,. depending upon God, by Faith, 
Prayer, and Watchfulneſs, to make them effe- 
tual for the keeping them from their ini- 
quities. \ 
From mine iniguities] 5.e. that ſpecial fin 
which he found himſelt moſt prone to, an 
was moſt eaſily and frequently foiled and over- 
come by ; which by his conſtitution, condition 
of life, or temptation, he - lay more 'peculiarly 
open to; that which in his unregenerate at 
was his beloved fin, and after his Converſion 
might be his ryrannizing, and too-,aften pre- 
vailing corruption, - He- might probably, 'in 
his diftrefled condition,. when perſecuted. by 
Saxl, be tempred ro impatience, unbelief, 1y. 
ing, making haft, uſing indiret means, re- 
venge, and the like, and; he indeavoured to 


Dod. It « the duty, of all that profaſt, 26 be 
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to keep themſebves from their ſpecial (ins, thoſe * 
which they are moſt prone tp, and may pro- | 
perly call their iniquities, hy 


Now for the handling of this Doctrine, 'I | 


fhall ( 1.) Lay down ſeveral Propoſitions for "i 


the more- clear. opening of it 5 ( 2,.) Shew * 
wherein mens own iniquities do lye, and where 
men may ſearch for them, fo as to be able to 
find out what their ſpecial fins'are : This 1 
* ſhall do ſomewhat towards in the Dofrinal\ 
part, but in the Application, more fully ſhew 
the ſigns of thoſe fins, which are beloved fins 
in the ungodly, and too often tyrannizing fins, 
and prevailing corruptions even in the godly 
in whom they are not beloved or reigning 
lufts, ( 3. ) Shew what it is to keep mens 
ſelves from their iniquiries. ( 4. ) Give the 
Reaſons of the DoEtrine. ( 5.) Apply-ir, 

( 1. ) To lay down ſome Propoſitions more 
fully and clearly to underftand che Doctrine. 


Prop. I. Every (in that any perſon doth com- 
mit," is, and may properly be called, his own, 
as. flowing from his own heart and nature, and 
his corrupt will and affeRtions ; ' and he. ought 
ro lay ir at his own door, to charge it u 
himſelf, and not to put it off from bimfclf, . and. 
lay. the blame on others, cither on Satan, - oro 
Companions, alluring, perfuading, or Irpong 2 
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him to.it ; and leaft of all, ſhould men dare(yen 
they ſhould tremble ar, and abhor the very 
thought of it, viz.) to father their fins, on the 
infinitely good and. holy God, - and lay theſe 
3 Baſtard-births of their own begetting at God's 
"JF — door: Yet this & that all men are ready to doy 
T and: they have learned this vile praftice from 
our firſt Parents, Ger, 3. 12, 13. The Man 
lays the blame on the Woman, and the Wo- 
mari'on the Serpent; yea Adam in «(Het lays 
\ it upon God himſelf, when he ſays, The Wos 
man thou gaveſt me; ſhe gave me, and 1 did 
eat. g.d, If thou hadſt not given me the Wo- 
man,' and ſhe perſuaded me, ] had not eaten: 
Therefore charge not thy ſins on others per- 
ſuading, alluring, or threatning of thee : They 
may be inftruments and occaſions. of. drawing - 
thee to fin, but thy fins are thy own acts. Nay, 
lay not the blame of thy fins ſo much upon 
Satan, as on thy ſelf: he may tempt and 
ſtrongly ſuggeſt, bur he- cannor force it is 
thou thy felf that conſenteſt ro Satan's ſugs 
geſtions, and ſo the fin comes to be committed; 
But above all, rake heed of charging thy fins 
upon God: he may permit, and doth order 
the fins of men, but be is by no means the 
Author of fin, Fam, 1. 19. God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man 
no, it 1s thy own luft that draws thee afidey, 
and"entices thee, w, 14, Our fins are our awn, .* * 
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 way?, J/a, 53.6. We have turned every one © 


0 bus own way; ſo that in this reſpeQ, every || 


{in thou art guilty of, is thine Iniquity : bur | 
this is not the principal ſenſe intended in the | 
Text, under the expreſſion of Mine Iniquity, ' 
tho? ic be a true Senſe, and a great Truth, and ' 
therefore you are to keep your ſelves by Re+ 
pentance, Prayer and Faith, and moſt vigo- | 
rours endeavours from all Sins, as thoſe which 
_ be your own [Iniquities if you commit 
em, 


- Prep. II. Original Corruption (that Bedy 
of Sin and Death, that every Son and Daugh- 
ter of Adam, by ordinary generation brought 
into the World with them, and ſtill dwells in 
them) 18,. and may properly be called a Man's 
own Iniquity, By reafon of this, there 18 
in the Hearts and Natures of all meer Men, 
a Proneneſs ro all kinds: of Sin, and unto the 
moſt Heinous acts of them, thio' through pre- 
venting, reſtraining, and renewing Grace, they 
may be, and often are, kept from breaking 
out into outward acts, Original Corruption 
is the Seed and Root of all Actual Sin, of 
'Fhought, Word, and Deed, of Onifhon, 
and Commiſſion, and of all the. Iniquiries thar 
Cleave to our Holy things, xt. 15. 19, Ont 
of rhe Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, © 
 Adulteries, Formications, Theſts, Falſe-witneſs, 

Blaſphemies. 


Ea of 

"_-_ [50 , Re” 

Re the”, I... "Is 
+34 | 


Blaſphemie.. + Original Sin is the  Mother-Sin 
in every Man, the Fountain of ell other Sins: - 
Yea, it is alike: #n all, in the Root, tho! up- 
on the fore-mentioned account, it 1s not alike 
in the Fruats, 

And ſome would have this underſtood by 
this term Mine Iniquity in the Text : and the 
DoArine is a great and certain Truth, in re- 
ference to this fin ; it is certainly. the Duty of 
all the People of God by #Fath, Prayer, 
Watchfulneſs, ard moſt vigorous endeavours 
to keep themſelves from this Iniquity, at leaſt, 
(tho? they cannot keep themſelves wholly from 
its motions and aCtings, yet) - from its Reign 
and Dominion, ro keep it under, and. to lay 
the Ax to this Root of fin: And/this wall 
be an Evidence of the fincerity of the -Hearr, 
and of the Truth, yea the Strength of Grace; 
and Men are never rightly Humbled for fin, 
nor do Mortifie it,till the Streams and Branches 
of fin lead us to the Fountain and Root, /c, 
this Original Corruption, fo as to be Humbled 
for, and Mortifie thar, But yet I think this 
16-not the only Iniquirty, or that chicfly intend- 
edin the Texr, Therefore, | 


Prop, III, Tho' there be the Seeds of all 
fins -in every Man, yet- there is a Propenſity 
'in every Man and Woman, to ſome particular 
fans more than to others,: There are in Men 
£ ſfom' #4 
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ſome Maſter-Captain-Sins, which are as Lords 
Paramount, by which the Body of Sin dorh 
exerciſe 'its Dominion and Reigning Power in 
the Unconverted, and its Tyranny even in 
the Godly : It is with the Body of Sin, as it 
13 with the Natural Body, in that there is the 
Seed and Root of all Diſeaſes, yea of Death it 
ſelf, by reaſon of the different Humours in it, 
when any of them becomes exceſſively predo- 


'minant, yet there are alſo ſome particular 


Diſeaſes, which ſome are more prone to than 
others, according to the prevalency of ſome 
particular Humaur,. as ſome to Agues, Fevers, 
Pluriftes, ſome to Drophies, ſome to Pallies, 
Lethargies, Apoplexies, fome to Confumprions, 
ſome toe Stone, Gour, &s. ſo i reference to 


| the Body of Sin, beſides a general diſpoſition 


to all fin, there are particular fins. perſons are 
more ſtrongly inclined to, ſome to Giuttony, 


ſome:to Drunkenneſs, and unclean Lufts, others: 
to Anger, Wrath, Malice, Revenge, another 


to Covetouſneſs, there is ſoine preduminant fin 


or other, | | 
- And as 11-24 compleat perfeft Man, there 


_ are all the Faculties, Senſes, Members of a 


Man, yet ſome excel in one, fome 1n another, 
fome in quickneſs of Apprehenſion, ' ſome | in 


' folidity of. Judgment, others in ſtrength of Me- 


mory; "others in ſtrength of Body, 'or the 

quickneſs of the Senſes: So in reterence tolins; 

: all 
Xt 


WE 
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all have the Seed of every fin in them; this 
Man of-Sin hath all its F aculties, Senſes, Mem- 
bers, but yet every one 1s more inclined io 
ſome particular fins, which may be more pro- 
perly ſtiled our own Iniquities, our own: 
way, and*+* our doings, Fer. 18, 11, 
ſuch fins as are compared to a Right Hand, 
a Right Eye, Mar. 5,29, 30. Sins as near 
and dear to them, and that they are as un- 
willing to part with, as thoſe Members in the 
Body : This Sin is ftiled* the weight that 
prefles us down, and the Sin that eaſily beſets 
men , which expreſſions as they may have 
reſpect to the Body of Sin, and natural evil 
Concupiſcence, ſo they may have a ſpecial 
reſpe&t to, and be fitly faid of that particular 
fin that men are moſt inclined ro, and often; 
and moſt eafily overtaken by , | for | this 
{in hath them at every. turn, and beſets them 
with the greateſt advantage, 

Ang upon account of theſe fins, which may 
more efpccially be called | their Iniquities, we 
find particular perſons branded in Scriptures 2 
as Cain for his Envy and Malice, the Cauſes : 
of his Murdering his:Brother - Abel'; Pharach + 
for his" Srubbornefs, 'and: Hardneſs of Hearty. 4 
Koreb and his Company for their . Pride-and 7 


Rebellion; Balaam for his coveting the War 


ges of Unrighteouſneſs, (called Fude ver. 1 
the way of Cain, the Error of Balaam for you 
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ward, and the gain-ſaying of Korab) Herod 1 


for his Uncleannefs and Inceſt; Fadas for 
Coverouſneſs as his Maſter-frn; the * Young 
Man 1n the Goſpel for his Love of the World z 
and the other Herod, AﬀFs 12, for his Pride. 
And that M:n have their particular ſpe- 
cial fins, they' are moſt inclined to, appears 
from the contrary,, wiz, the Nature of Grace 
nm the Regenerate, for every true Believer | 
hath the S:ed of God wicmn him, all the 
Graces of God*s Spirit Seminally and Habi- 
tually ; yer chere are ſome Graces, in which 
ſome particuiar Saints are moſt eminent, and 
Abraham is commended 
as eminent for Farh; TFoſepb for Chaltiry, . 
Moſes for Meeknels, Fob for Patience, David" 
for Spiritual Aﬀ-&tians, Hezehiah, and Foſiah 
for Zeall againſt fin, and: for the: Worſhip: of 
God : Now all: thefe had all rhe Graces of God's 
Holy Spirit Habitually m the principle! af 


” . them; yet they did more particularly and 


eminently exccl in thoſe Graces, they are 1n- the 
Word more eſpecially commended for, And 


this may ſerve for the proof of this Propo-' 


Frion, Fhart there is a propenſion in every 
Moan to ſome (ins: more than to others, which 


E Devid has a ſpeciaFreſpe&t to in-the: expreſſion 
” mm the Text, 2 - PO 


Prop. 


ETSY 


Prop. IV. As there are particular, ſpecial 
perfonal fins, men are /more inclined to, than 
to others, which may be truly call'd their Ini« 

uities ; ſo there are alſo local and national 
Gaea fins that the People of ſome Nations, 
Churches and Places are peculiarly inclined to, 
more than to other fins, and more than other 
Nations and Churches are : Thus the Sins of 
the Old World were Ungodly Marriages, and. 
violence, Gen, 6. 2,4, 13. Sodom#'s ſpecial fins 
were Pride, fulneſs of Bread, idleneſs, and 
filthy Fleſhly Unnatural Luſts ; Fhe Fews 
great ſm was Idolatry and Murmuring, and 
at laſt Rejetion and Crueifying of Chriſt ; 
Babylor?s fra was Cruelty ; The d4theniavs fi 
was Curiolity , and affecting of Novelties, 
As 17. 21. The Cretians ſins were Lying 
and Sloth, Tip. x. 12. And there are fins of 
particular Churches ; Epbe/av's ſim was leaving 
her. Firſt Love, Rev. 2. 4.' Pergamme and | |: 
Thyatira's ſins were Errors, Looke DoCtrines | | 
and Pratices; Sardis» fin was having a Naw | 
to Live, and bura Name, being really Dead's 
Laodicea's fin was Spiritual Pride and Lakes ' 
warmnefs, So the fin of France was Prideim 


* 


Appare], Inventing and Following of Faſhionsg 
The fins of Southern het Countries, as 1vi 

| are, Uncleanneſs and Revenge ; Of Speimy 1 
| Pride of Spirit 3 Ofmore Cold and Nerthorm | 


(22) 
Countries Gluttonny and Drunkennefs, and als © | 
Uncleanneſs, as the fruits of | thoſe fins : And 
what ſhall 1 fay are England's proper fins? Oh. 
that there were not caule to fear and ſay, that 
England 1s even the Centre of all theſe fins;, 

= the very Sink whereinto all: theſe fins have 
emptied themſelves! , Are not the Pride..in 
Garb and Spirit, of ſome Countries, the Un- 
cleanneſs of others; the Glutrony and- Drun- 
| kennefs, the Atheiſm and Profaneneſs of others; 
all to be found overflowing . our Land, as a- 

; + Deluge : ? Nay, are not the fins of the Churches 
* ;of Epheſus, Pergamis, Thyatira, Sardis and 
| Laodicea, ro be found in our Churches ? Now. 

/ it is our Duty, and- will be the Evidence of 

7 our Sincerity,. to keep from theſe our National 

pug Church fins, 


Prop. V. - Both a Nations and Perſons: ſpe- 
cial prevailing fins may alter, and change, as 
their Age, and Condition, and particular Gir- 
curaſtances do alter. One ſin may be a Man's 
ſpecial beloved, prevailing fin at one time, and 
mn one Ape and Condition, and another at ana- 
ther time : For as in the Body there may be a 
change in the Temper and Conſtirution of the 
, Body, and thereupon an inclination to ſome 

iſcales at one time, - and to others at another;: 
$0.it may be, and often 15, as to the Soul s 
;, nancy; Pride, Prodigaliry, lemparangs 2p 
» af 
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Mear and Drink} Uncleanneſs,, Gaming; Haunt- 
ing of; and: Linking theraſclves ro,knots of looſe 
Companions, may be the'beloved prevailing fins 
of Perſons m their Youth; or riper Years ;: and 
yet: Govetouſneſs'may be the ſpecial prevailing 
fin of the fame Perſon in his old Age, '- "Thou 
may?ſt exchange one beloved loft for another, 
and fo. ſtill have ſome beloved Juſt that is pro- 
perlyithine iniquity : A fin that may prove to 
be thy reigning ſin,-may lye:a lorcg time hid, 
and thau ar preſent feel: httle. of the ſtirrings of 
it, but-yex at length occaſions may come that 
may: draw it out, ' and:ir may come to | be thy 
prevailing corruption, ''Envy, Diſcontent, .Im- 
patierice:may: be thy iniquities when: thou art 
broughtiinto.a low condition, which: it.may.be 
thou obſetvedſt little of, while thou wertin:aw 
healchful or -proſperous flate : ' And when" :thou 
art in a/proſperous condition, rais'd 1n:Poweror: 
Eſtate, Pride, Opprefſion, Cruelty, Luxury; may 
be thy ſpecial fins, which thou felteſt: litthe of: 
before : Thou may'ſt be ready to ſay as Ha- 
zach, 2. King. 8, 13. 1s thy Servant' a Dog * 
-but faith the Propher, Thou. ſhale be King, and 
thou little thinkeft how cruel and tyrannical 
thou wilt be then. And fo alſo a Nation's ſpecial. 
fins may alter : In times of Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance, . Superſtition and [Idolatry may be- the 
reigning ſins of a place: ; and in times:of grea-: 2 
ter Light of the Goſpel, - together -with' thei = 
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ſprngihg-up ofthe:Grain; Weeds doioft: putup, 
and the ow oneſows Tares ; arid: Afos 
in:Dodtrine, arid:the-abounding of ſuch-may: be | 
the reigning {in of.a Nation or Church, - In the 
rime.ot-ſetting upen-tbe work: of. Reformation 
i DbGrine, Worſhip; Diſcipline or Manners, 
the:ſpecial {in of a-People toe oftenigunwillings 
neſs. to be reformed; and oppolitien tothe work 
of Reformation, and toxhe ſetting:up the Kings 
_ damof Chriſti; -andithe: Lord grant .that/ may 
 notbe:found: toibe:the {in-of our: Nation, At one 
time Perſecution againſt the: , and/againft 
both tHe Form and :Power:of Godlinefs, may be 
the:{in;of a. Nation; at another: time: refting | 
inthe Form of Gedlmeſs;and denying the Power 
of it;and:the- increaſe; of: Divihans, - Animoſities, 
' Cenforionfneſs,e,: may be the fin of Profeſiors': 
fo that: (you ſee) there may-be:a change of Nats 
'ons andPtrfows Ipecal prevailing mz; &;yerthey: 
may: bave: ſtil] ſome: predotiinant/in,:rHhar ily 
talyi be. calktd: their own iniquity £ and its rhe 
duty of all that: would prove-themmſelves {invere, 
ro keepthemſeives unſpotted : from: the preſene 
prevaiing/ſins, .choſe-that their, own heats! the 
_— and places, wherein they live, are mof} nds 
di tc $117 DG 
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h Prop. Vi:: 'Fhe ſame Perſenor-Peaple mayiur / 
the ſame time; have ſeveral prevailing! rigning + 

L + fint, which mayproperly be called theirpechlie 
a 14 iniquities, ? 
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Iniquizlegjvaiifing from: iferent Canſes, and 


| the different Rats wherein Mens ſpecial fins 


are 'to bt:ſoughr-after, ifof whiqh T ſhall /ſpeale 
more-afterwards;). | There.may be ſeveral. pre» 
vailing Diſcaſes.at the {4me time. an the. Body, 
as Fever, Dropfie, Stone, Ec, fo there may be 
ſeveral beloved Lufts at the ſame time Reign» 
my im the 'Heart, and breaking forth in .the 
Life: As for inftence; wantonneſs in one, fierce 
paſſions, -or-raſh anger m+another, may ibe their 
iniquity m regard of their inatural Conftitution:s 
2nd then Pride, i the pe#fon be profperous, at 
Envy and Diſcontent, ' Covetouſneb, Qvers 
reaching, 'Over-doing in the World, fo as'to 
hinder 'himſelt in the-publick, private or ſecret 
Duties of Religion, ec, if the perſonibe mean 
and low, maybe at the 'ſame time his miquity 
m-repard-of his Condition and Callmg m the 
World : So that tho' ſome particular! fin may 
be-moſt predonmant, yet thou may'ft have. ma- 


hy reigning and: beloved” laſts, which-f (ever 
thou wouldft attain to evidence of fmcerity,thau 
_ muſt abandon, and vigorouſly endewvgur ito 


keep: clear from, -even-all of them. 


\ 2Phop,\ VIE, Tho" there:is-e pronenels and-in- 


elinetion-inall Men , -even in the-Regegerate, as 
well as Unregenerate, | to ſorge fins: morethan: to 


4 oth e rywhith may be properly odlleditheir ſpecial 3 
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the Ungodly ; and therefore you 'muſt- diftin-: 
guiſh berween a beloved Luſt, a Dealilab, a 
Parling-Boſom-Sin, fully conſented 'to, and & 


Prevailing Tyranmizing Corruption, which. a 


perſon. may more eaſily and frequently be. foiled: 
by. ':Bath may: be called their peculiar Iniqui- 
ties, | as thoſe they do moſt frequently. fall into, 


- Fet in. the Unregenerate it is a beloved Luſt ; 
:in the Regenerate, it is tho' a Prevailing, yet 


but.a Tyrannizing Corruption,.and a conti- 
nual Grief and Burden to him ; Thus thofe 
ſins that proceed much from the natural con- 
ſtitution , 
which 1 ſhall ſpeak more afrerwards) the) 


| "they are beloved Lufts in the Ungodly, they 


may in the Godly be Infirmities, ſuch as Un- 


ruly Paſſions, and the like, =u* they. are often» * 


times fixed and continued Infirmities, that they- 


-may not get rid of while they live, and are 
uſually more than 'meer Iofirmities ; they are 
mixr, bave too much of the Will in them, and 


Go. proceed much from want of Watchfulneſs,. 
and the Exerciſe of Grace, bur are not beloved 


Luſts, the bent of the Hearr, rhe. Believers 


Prayers, Defires and Endeavours, are in ſome 
good meaſure ſet againſt them, 


F *. This diftioQtion thould-- be; . boedad,.-thes: | 
as Men may not paſs a wrong Judgment on--their © 
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tat may be called Mens own [niquiries, bee: | 
tween them as they are- in the Godly, and in: 


and other ſuch like Cauſes, (of 
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WILEY 
Spiritual. State + So. that neither the Ungodly 
count their Sins only- Infirmities or,, Tyran- 
nizing Corruptions, when they are really Pre- 
ſumpruous . Sins, Beloved Lufts: nor gn the 
other hand, the truly Godly conclude a total 
want of, Grace,.. becauſe they feel the-ſlircings 
of, yea the prevalence of Tyrannizing Cor- 
-TUPLIONs... FT 
It is a certain Truth, Grace cannot, canſiſt 
with an intirely, heartily beloved Luſt ; yer 
jt -is as true, that it-\may. conſiſt with very 
ſtrong Inclinations to. ſome particular / ſins, 
| -which may often prevait over them, ſo .as to 
fall into. them, eſpecially, as to the; inward 
- workings of Corruptions, as unruly. Paſſiane, 


Anger, Wrath, Frowardneſs, &c. tha'-. mor = 


ſeidom into the outward-;a&ts of profs : 
the ſenſual Appetite even of a Godly Perfon 
may. be tickled, and at preſent pleaſed with 
ſome fin he is particularly inclined to, yet. it 
is not a_ beloved Luſt, -if as ſoon as he doth 
.diſcover-ir, and the preſent hear of the Temp- 
ration-'is over, he mourns over it, Vatches, 
Prays, Believes, and with his moſt diligent EN= 
deavours,-ſtrives againſt it, and doth not make 
Proviſion for it. . Thus Pride, Paiſien, Cow- 
-ardly,. Unbelieving fears, - or Diſtruſt may . be a 
Godly Man's ſpecial fans, and yet not his &: 
prom g Lufts, Thus I have oparcigt the fir 
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2 a) \ 
General Head (in, fyen Propofations,' : for the 
better underſtanding of the Dodtrine, /- 4 3 


I. The Hexr Gehches Head | propormded to. 
ſpeak to is.' What things are the riſe and ſeat” 
 'of Mens ſpecial ſms; where they” ave 20 be 
= Art] be fond out, ip -order 'to 2he 
caſting of them. ont, ang then keeping from 
them a 
- .T, Thoſe fins which” may pr berical- 
"Jed Mens own lniquiries, are to eds be for, 
in the natural * Conſtirtifions and Wop of 
their Bodies. Fhoſe fins -which- ure: beloved 
ones tt the Unregenetare, and 160'ofren Fyran- 


ftom_ the natural Temper” and | Conftinrion, 
for theſe do niuch inte Men to [ſome : part- 
cblar fins more than to others : For tho) no 
Boly Conffiturion: be in it ſelf ' firiful;] but al 
fin doth originally riſe. 't?, and” proceed from 
"the Heart, Mat. 15i'tg. yet the Body hes 
ati infltence upon "rhe'Sou}, and "the Natural 
Conftiration is fadly- fmproved, -and abuſed. 
oftettimes by Corruption within;-'to'earry the 
# Man wrt ro ſome: particular | fins, ' Acre rhefe 
Fes | bevy by ing fins" in'the Wicked; i hok 
x Þ prevailing tyrannizing Hm 

| wot Saints at bottom, that they often! by 
77 $5] , and are foiled by them, and are never? 


nizing ones its the | Godly, do triuch proceed 
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(5) | 
quite-ridlof theov trill 'chcy'tay- dowelthe Body 
of -Sn andNearts they” camy'abour chem,-! 
:&s:-for Inftince, Thoſe :rhatcre of 2a San» 
guine >Cavſtirurion, in whom: Blood iwpredv- 
minant,-are Hot-and:Moifts'-the fs ugh are 
moſt" inclined 10 care Vanity :and Levity, 280 
Awineſovf Bpitir, Pride of Beauty: dr: Apparel, 
affeftimg' »eXceſive >Mirrh and Jollizy ,;':-Sen- 
= 


Riot, EIIEY loving JoviahCom- 
—_— they:lye very iopen, and are 
ably .d raw (to. 'Glunony, Dreunkonnels, -Gn- 
- :Revalling, Whntonneſs, and-Unblean 


f 7 Lofts s ſearchwherher/your-inatu- 
| | ral Temper! doth not/pecutiacly iincline--you* ro 
| 
i 
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- | ſome:@r other of 'thefe fins; and if you-lind ir 
doth, 2it1s/your Duty ina peculiar mann, 'to 
| Watch, Pray, and Rollbe 2painſt :chemip 
larly; " [ever 3ftou ArouſtÞprove they rr 
| neſs of your Heares; > + 
'Thoſe that: are of that Conftiediian: 40 
which Phlepm 1s -predomingnr, which)is 'Cald 
; | and Nooift, the Gingſuchtare moſt pronezs, ure 
|| Sloth, 1dlenebs, love of Sleep, Drowhnefs, Dul- 
1] ne and Heavine at x} icames, eſpe 
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times of Worſhip, 'and in aries of Ret 3 
| unwi ito ork, caxelefieſs m 'Balineſs, 
| Forperfiineſs, - Indifpoſeligetr:i2o Leavn'1:ond 


1 (aber which T5200 chitliitegmar-'2 to' thafe __ 
FJ; fin) Exiing,116! excuſe rhe fiinſks that by thaw — | 
|  Farincl and Greece they byve been guily | 
IS + __ 
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of z and theſe are often the fins of Children-and) 
;  Servants.:: Oh ſearch; whether theſe, 'or-fome'of 


them be not the fins 'thar your! Natural temper 
leads you to 3 and if they. be, make Conſcience 
of ſpecially keeping yoor "ſelves from theſe- 


 Again,: thoſe that+are of a Cholerick Conſtitu-: 
tion.,'1n whom Choler tbat anſwers toFire;: 
prevails, -which is hot and'dry : "The fins this: |} 


_ temper. doth more eſp=caally incline Men to, 
are Headineſs, Raſhneſs in undertaking, Vio- 
lence, Fiercenels'of Spirit, Anger, Wrath, con- 
tinual Brawling, ſtriking, Quarrels,Contentions, 
Law-ſuits, being unecafie both with themſelves, 
and others they 'converſe with : O ſearch whe- 
ther theſe be not ſome of -them, thy ſpecial 
fans, if: thou findeft that Choler haye the pre- 
dominancy in thy Conſtitution. , - 

Thoſe that are of 'a Melancholick temper, 
which is cold and dry of the temper of. the 
Earth ;, the fins ſuch are very much inclined 
to, are ſadneſs of Spirit, sffeCting;ſolitude; mo- 
roſeneſs, fancifulneſs,.: muſings, that they can 
give! yo accourit of, 'needlefs fears, jealouſies 
and ſuſpicions of all perſons and-things,: as de- 
{gning- 6r deſigned/againſt then,  eyil” ſurmi- 
ſes, diſcantent,: _ xe, revenge, ambition, and): . 
covetauſneſs, :- through fears & ke they ſhall 
comie to want ;; er times fad-and-black: : 


ſuggeſtions againſt God and 008 Ives, and: | | FF 
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(219 
ſearch whather your Natural temper; doth 
rut incline you to ſore of theſe fins, and{for- 
tifie againſt them, that. they prove. not your 
| -Iniquities, either indulged and reigning: fing, 
_ or prevailing and tyranniZzing corruptions, 

2, A ſecond . place or ſeat where men ſhould 
ſeek * for, 'and may probably find, their' ſpe. 
- cial. fing,.;. is, the particular | Callings and Im- 
ployments they. are of in. the World; A man's 
ſpecial- fin-may. lye in: his; management. of his 
Worldly Calling, tho* be may not be appe- 
rently chargeable with fob .of Temper. or Con- 
| ftitytion,. ©; There ' is no Calling ,, -.even- the 

lawfulleſt, but has irs ſnares, and, temptations 
. to ſome particular ſins z ,no Myſtery , of :men's 
'Trades,.. but has ſome- Myſtery of Iniquity.'it 
lies open:.to, - if God: do not by his ſpecial 
powerful. Grace: keep. men, and cnable-them 
to. keep themſelves fromat. lf one be.a-perſon 
of Learning, Parts, Gifts, . a Scholar, yea a Mi- 
niſter g: the . fins ſuch an one 4s ,in,dapger;of 
having. to be his iniquities, are Pride, Self 
canceir, deſpiſing of ,others, curiofaty, prying 
into; the Divine Secrets, converſivg about/un- 
neceflarp.. things to ſhew, his parts ; . afiecting 
#S high Notions, and high-flown Expreſhens, be- 
7 ang.3;FaQtour for Errours, cryipg vp, Reaſon 
J ip. things above Natural. Reaſon ; . or--««ſting 
F*io the. Nation of Divine 'Truths and; meer Forr 
3 wality, - yichout experience. and practice/ of 
% | | Religion, 


Religion, 'and-the power of Godlinefs : 'Such 


ad need. to {ce none of theſe be their' fins, /and 
keep themſelves: from them. If ment bo imploy- 
ed inthe Law,the ſmsirhey peculiarly lye-open 
to, are; patronizing 'Bad Cauſes, 'ant} imicou» 
raging mea in them,-and to-gp to'Law: thro? 
capelsſneſs or treicthery betraying 'the 'Cauſes 
they are intrulte&in, and 'requirmg; andiexatt 
os ge wr ] . You that wa Lawyers, are 
none” of eheſe qors fin? oh (keep"iyour (elves 
-  \ Phyſicians ſmsmy 'be, ſo ering fecond 
Cauſes, 4 10-negldt > and lictle- _— God 
the rſt Cauſes making Experittents/on men's 


Bodies \nnd Lives; *negleRting the ' Door, mot | 


| #'ving them their Advice, or not being, fo-care- 

ub of them thar-eannot give/them heir Vers. | 
©: Art thou « Trades-man, Shopatzper, Hu 
bandmmin, orin-any Publick Office;"*concerned 
zbout "Money, buying or Ning, 'ior in any 
Trufts 5 the fins that ure moſt | Xo be your 
particular reigning or prevailing Gag; ake' Ex- 
rwreion, Qpprefiion, (as. that was ithe Pablicer's 
61) eoveraniads, ns pain by unlew- 
fil 'means, degeiv ng , *over-readhing , "falſe 


weights and meaſures, putting off 'bad Wares 
inftead of; and at rhe price of goody taking 
the advantage ofthe ignorance, weakneſs, or ries | 
cell of the | buyers or fellers'; Tuntin g into | 
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dbr; and; making n5' Conſcience of p 
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debts, nar of promiſes and. bargains;; unſaiche 
fulnefs m-Fruſts for others, or any, ojherupjult 
ways of getting. gaiv.; . Theſe, and ſuch, like 
ſins are. ts danger to- be your iniquities,/ that 
have great dealings in- the World : Search-whes 
ther none of theſe be your ſpecial fius, aud prey 


believe, and. endeavaur. to; op your lejyes 


from then-all. 

3- Men's ſpecial fins, that may ba fitly called 
ah miquiries, are to be ſaught for,and aft ace 
to be found, in their Relations, Relative {ins-ars 
oft men's fpecial fins: Men and Women that 
may have many things very commendable; /in 
them, and not. be much 5chargeable with any 


| cankiderable iniquities as, ta their tempeys,: ar 


callings aad-dealings io:tho World, yei may bs 
greatly faulty in their Relddkans, , and foul very 
much in the performance of ReJauve Duties, 
As if a Perſon be a Magiſtrate, , bis ſpecial fin 
ray be. timorouſneſs, cawardly fear of diplear 
fing Men, fooliſh pity, conniving at fio, and. 
thereby incouraging i 11, when he ſhowld be pu» 
niſhing of ror elſe partiality, taking of Bri 
eaſineſs to. be perſuaded by: Friends to do uny 
juſtly; br tos. muck rigaur: and GEverity;. as 
acting from, prejudice, . and particular Ghats 
and private revenge on the os band. Thoſe 
who fland in the Relation: of Minifters, and 
home to 'People, the iniquities that they arc 
moſt in danger of, arc carelcſacſs and neglty 
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(24) 
genee in their Studies'or Preaching 3 Preaching 
Ridom, and only generally, not. particularly or 
- plainly, not prefling' Truths practically, and 
ſuitably to the Caſes of their People, Preaching Y 
to pleaſe, rather than to profic People, to tickle }| P! 
their Ears and Fancies, rather than co affe& Þ} 1" 
their Hearts, and reform their Lives: to ſhew: || q 
their own parts, more than to edifie their |} *< 
hearers' Souls, aff: :Xing words more than mar- d 
rer, and high notions or expreſſions above the || 
capacity of the Pcople 3 negleting perſonal in- 
ſtruction, not acquainting- themſelves with the 
ſpiritual eſtate of neir F lock, nor watching over 
their-Souls and Converſation, ſo as to admoniſh 
and*warn theunruly , comfort the feeble-mind- 
ed, ſapport the weak ſuffering thei Ordinances 
of Chrift to be defiled by promiſcuous Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, . negle& of Scrip- 
eure-difcipline, minding . cheir worldly. gain, 
more than gainingSouls to. Chrift :- Coverouſ- 
neſs, .and too much-involving themſelves in Ci- 
vil, and Worldly Aﬀairs.;- and not being affe- 
ed-with, nor endeavouring to experience and. 
pra ile the Truths vthey deliver to others. It 
concerns Miniſters ts ſearch, whether ſome of 
theſe be not their: ſpecial 1 iniquities, and to keep 
themſelves from-them, | 
. "And 'you Husbands, tho? in many things you 
may be: commendable, yet if you do not -lave 7 
your Voves, walk with them as Men of know--/ 
| ledge,” 
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(35) 
ledge, do not honour them as the weaker Veſ* 
els, bearing with and covering their infirmitiess 
but are bitter againſt them,thatis your iniquity, | 
You that are Wives; - the” you make an high 
profeſſion, and have many commendable things 
in you, yet if you be imperious, ſelf-willed, un- 
quiefr, cannot bring ycur hearts and praQtice 
to that neceſlary (rho? to the fleſh, unpleafing) 
duty of reverencing your Husbands, and be- 
| ing in ſubjection to them as your Heads ; this 

is your iniquity, which you muſt, as you would 
prove your fincerity, keep from. 

Are you Parents? ſearch whether cockering 
your Children, indulging them in ſin, not.re- 
ſtraining fin, or corre&ting them for it, ſuffer- 
ing them to have their wills, feeding their luſts, 
be not your iniquity, hereby ruining of. them 
both Soul and Body, both. here, and to eters 
nity: This is an iniquity which many godly 
Parents have, and are greatly guilty, and much 
under the power. of.” This was old E/#s-fin; 
and one of Davzd's iniquities:4n his carriage to* 
wards Abſalom, Amnon and Adonijab. Oc 18 
not your iniquity, not. bringing them up in the 
knowledge , nurture and admonition of the 

#4 Lords taking care for. their Bodies to get Eſtates, 

{ and provide Portions for them, but no care to 
4 imſtruQA them, to bring them ro Ordinances, to 
A -preſs: them to Duties, and to look after the 
7} Graces of God's Sptrir, Faith, Repentance, new 
Yo; Obedience, 
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Obedience; and tv give them good Examples 
Are not 'theſs, ſome of thein, at/lzaft, your ,pe4 
culiar iniquities? Or are you not guilty on the 
6ther hand, of too much' ſeverity and provoking 
yaur Children 'to wrath, keeping them at toof | 
great -2 diſtance, not allowing rhem neceflaries, | | 
or conveniencies, ſuitable to their - condition 
fatik or age, .and thereby making them weary || « 
of your Government, if not of your 'Laves, an | 
tenjptitng them to be more extravagant when ' 
they come to have Eftates, or Power in their] 1 
own hands; for your iniquities that are Parenrsf : 
nay lye on this hand. = 

{And you, Childrenzisitnor,or hath it not been} £ 

our iniquity, that you have been diſobedient to} 1 
arents, not heerkuing to their Ioftrutions and 

j 
J 


Counſels, not following the Examples of Godly 
Parents, not reverencing them, yea not reliey- 
ing-a6d maintaining them when Old and Poor? 
And'you Maſters or 'Miſtreſſcs, is not your 
iniquity too much ſeverity - and ſharpneſs to-j| 1 
wards Servants, \negleCting their Bodies, nor | Þ 
providing neceflaries for them, \not allowing || 1 
them due Food or Sleep; 'not teaching theth | 7 
the lawful honeft Myſteries of their Callings's || *! 
or 'however, taking no care ' for their ' Souls 4 || t 
exaQing of them to work for you-rothe-utmoſk, | © 
bur raking 'no care to: farther their working out 
their own Salvationg -giving them no'timefor{} b 
Duty to' God, Reading, Prayer; -or any /othet 
5 publick 
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but working 1hemn ſo hardy}: keeping cheth up {6 
Jate;. raiſing/ them-upiſo early to! your! works 
that they bave:nu-time-for/ Religious Duties, or 
elſe:{ltep ar them, which in this: caſe will be 
more yout fin than'thelrs. (Vt 21DI) 

And you:Servants, ſtarch . whether your in 
quities are:ner, or have not- been, ſloth; cares 
leſneſsrof* your: Meſter's or Miſtrefle*s befineſs, 
waſtſulneſs 25 to. Family Provifions, unfairbful- 
neſs orpurivonting; irreverence/in'your ſpeeches 
and carriapey not governing yout Tongues; 
bur anſwering apoym, giving word- for word; 
and ſawcineſs /in your ſpeeches, Q ! alt of you 
inquire; wherher relative-fins be not your pre-? 


vailingy if nor reigning: iniquities,” and- if rthey* - 


be, be deeply humbled for them; and by Faith; 
Prayer, and Warchfalneſs, endeavour ro keep 
your ſelves fron them'forithe futures 
4+ Perfone: ſhould ſearch for- their" iniquitles; 
1 the various Eſtates'and Conditions; whether 
high -or-low; of proſperity or- adverſny;*.they- 


may by the: Providence” of- God; -be 
imo: - - There! a6 ſpecial” fins that - perſOiis;; 


* 


through: inward” corruption , 


—— bo 
lye : open't6- in 


their: various: conditzons,- wr ether: profperons* 


or” Je: 11-16 : 9] 
I a-profperoas (tare; when men abound in 
Richvs ov: Hongurs, enjoy” Health; and/buye” 
all comfortable: Acvomtimadations abour Has? 

| the 
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the: find that are likely to prove their reigning} 
or at leaſt prevailing -iniquiries , - are Pride 
Security,” Pſal. 30. 6, Luxury, Unthankful- 
neſs for, Forgerfulneſs, and Non-improvemeant 
of Mercies, making them Fewel to their Luſts,. 
Glacrony, D-unkenneſs, Uncleanneſs,Oppreſſion , 
deſpiling: ot orhers, not ſtrengthening the hands 
of the poor and.needy, bur laying out all on 
their backs and bellies, in ſuperfluities and ex- 
cefles, Ezek. 16. 49. when Riches flow in, ſer- 
ting their hearts upon them, P/al, 62, . 10... 
i T9. 6,17, When men arerich in the world, 
they are ready to be high-minded, and to truſt. 
in uncertain Riches, Szarch whether ſome of 
theſe have not been (at leaſt) thy prevaling cor-; 
ruptions, when thou haft been in a full and: 
proſperous condition, 11+: 2 WM 

And if perſons be. in an afflicted; low condi-:Y ? 
tion, there are peculiar fins, that 1n: ſuch a cen-' . 
dition perſons are like to be tempted to, ſuch as 
impatience under God's hand, diſcontent with 
their preſent condition, murmuring and. repin- 
ing againſt Gad, ' quarrelling with Men and lo-: 
ftruments, unbelief, and diſtruſt of God's Provi-. 
dence and Promiſes, uling indire&-means to-pre-! 
vent or get out of Troubles, revengs upen Ene-: 
mies, and rhe ſecond Cauſes of their Aﬀflictionss; 
ſame of theſe were the-particular iniquities Da- 
vid found himſelf ſtrongly rempted to, when! 
he. was perſecuted by. Saul, and wb 

ag- 


C29). 
had:a ſpecial Eye to, in the Text; how was he 
foiled by unbelick, when he ſaid, AL mer wer 
thars, 1 Sam, 27. 1. and: Plat. 116,11, $0 

t | when he changed his bebaviour before, and 

| afterward joyned with Achiſh ; yet throu b 
the:Grace | of, God he. kept himſelf from th& 

s reigning power” of theſe | his iniquiries, In- 

2 > whether theſe be not thy niquities| ur 

= | der afflition,” 

- | 3; -5+.; Men; ſhould ſeek, and -oft may find 
| .out, what; ;.their particular reigning, or 

|| atleaſt tyrannizing corruptions are, b look- 

t || ing into the ſeveral Apes. of their Lite; for 

| .a6.every. Conſtitution, Tmployment, Relation 

| [and Condition, hath | its -pecttliar Sins' and 

I» {T cmptarions , attending, at od following it,. 48 

4 :the. ſhadow, feb the body lo” every Abe of 

7 : Man's. Life, bath its peculiar fins, Not to 

- | - aoftance much in Infancy and Childhood, tho? = 
"| eycn for ;thole: fins, we ould be bumbled {| 
{| . our days 1hlo ow ooo do Feonorlond, Pride, . -; 
| . Anger, Revenge, Sclf-will* and* St rnd hs 
8 j 4 Hep A ns? and in Childhood | 


| -2pt..,are,, we: be taken only with” XI 
i given who .to, >ports god. Plays, and hs 
to learn 7 But, eſpecially in South, "how 


youthful luſts. abound , which Timothy, 1s - 
. warned- to flce, from 2. 2 Tim, 2. 2. Solo Form 
ſays, Childbogd and T.uth are vanity, which 
. Cauſed Devi [£0 prays Semepober, 6t the h. 
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DE, be frris # 'his = | 
oo r2 2. 26. ſins this Ap oF Life i 
PYEr-Tun "with, bo, 'Pride, log fe "Self. 
chnceit, Untra&ab lene, turnin 


ro the Couriſels * 


deaf "Tir 


 erines 
ea but with green qt <4. raw-and raſh 
Perfons like themſelves ; thus "Diſ6bedience to 
Parerits, Maſters, Miſtrefſes, or other Stperivitty: 
1Inordinate love of Pleaſures -unid Recreation ns, 
god wn Bad ip, Fan CET LOR 
ken, G anton fs, * 0 beitiy 
Srawp to Ds , ſpend Fo nod or 7m 
Me 
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Wtoby, "Pride? Ambition, aſpifingetfres P 
of "Profit, Power find Honour Toffering Ct= 
verous Imbitibiis Defigns 1o-ſwalltw: tp: their 
Yinie® and Hearts,” To'as to! negle@ Heavew id 
"ibavetily things, their own 'Sbuls, © and *the 
* With of AK che Duties of Divine Worſhip, 
; Publick,” Privare, Secret, and. Inward ' fieart- 
Dagries, and other Uirles they owe to God, 
"ind both'to the Souls and” Bbdic3-of Mer, ard 
| Vhofe' more. peculiarly', thit ''are- ufider their 
Us » You'that+are in this -Age;' are ©nohe 
of theſe your iniquities F 7 - + #0 
"2 Ate you coli 'to'Old Age, there are 
- de bal thar Age, ft, Moroſtneſs, Ea 
F, wr even tho? they fnve one -Foot in 
"Grave, 'flſpicibns, 'peeviſhneſs; expecting 
"4 Wo "itinch from bihers: (hi its true, 'a preat 


by eaf"be. due "from nferivurs' 10 them Yoo 


thuch"imperiguſneſs, #nd impoſing on you 
;* not blibg able" ro bear rhe' Þ heres 0 
a6, ber” and Modeſt, freedoin” '#nd 
| f "Yong rn but® expe&ing 
Fl BY A hag "þys *m ji pravity Fe as'little 
'Ehedtfalnels"vs* Aged Perfons.”* Such of us as 
Earrived tO "Kee e, "ſearcli'whether ſome 
f ehicke”” tbe® out iquiries,' 'and* it rheyde, 
ue th bled*for them, and look! we' op to 
"for hig'Brice® ro" inabile us" to' "keep « our, 
Iv frothy; "a 
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6. Perſqns,own iniquities, may be the fins a 

- of the Times ,and Places . wherein Perſons fþ \, 
live; fins that Men have contrafted by theff 
Examples, or Traditions of their -Fathers by þ 
the power and influence of. Education, the 
company | they: have moſt ' canverſed._ with. b 
Great is the power theſe things have to. in-|| , 
\cline Men to ſuch fins more than others, and |} ; 
to rivet them in, corrupt, Principles and Pra- if y 
 .. ices in, DoEtrine, Worſhip, Manners and 
| Converſation, ſo that Men are very hasdlyÞ h 
brought off from them, You may probably || 1, 

- find your prevailing iniquities, if you. con-fſ g 

| fider what are the moſt Common fins of theſl }; 
Times and Places. you live 1p. When Pride, | e 
Vanity, Looſengſs, Profaneneſs, Errour, Di C 
viſions, are the common (ins of the Times, you'ſſ a 
will be in a great deal of danger, to be Mi ſ 

. down the Stream. Are not your ſpecial, c 
-. ſuch as you have been drawn. :into by the Ex 2 
,amples of Great Men, ,at leaſt of ſome Supe- || © 
riours, 'as Miniſters, Parents, Maſters ? The 
vain Converſation Men have received by Tf & 

. dition fronutheir Fathers, there needs the Blood || + 
of Chriſt, and the Power, and. Grace of he 

L _ . Spirit to redeem Men from, 1 1. Pet, 1.18, - 
' '_ areready to: ſay, This was the Relgign, hi 
the Practice. of our Fathers, and are we. wiſer 
or better than they ? So ſu ks have? ren, 
educated and brought up in, they are apt'tes 


(33) 


Sf make their own, If Perſons have lived in 
Wy ungodly Families, where Swearing, Drunken» 
© F neſs, Uncleanneſs, Gaming, Sabbath-breaking, 
Y F have been ordinarily praCtiſed, and reading the 
ey Scriptures, Family-prayer, and Inſtruction have 
3 been negleted, when they come to have Fa- 
4 milies of their own, theſe are like to be their 
0 
d 
Y 
y 
jo 


reigning fins, if God do not beſtow upon, and 
wark in them renewing ſandifying Grace'z 
ſuch will be ready to fay, My Parents, or 
Maſters I lived with, did ſo and ſo, and -neg- 


2 | cft in looſe, profane, riotous, wanton, ti 
kf company, thou art like to be looſg, - 
uy and wanton thy ſelf, and ro be drawh into the 
| fame fins that thy companions, thou out of 
8 F choice, and delightfully converſeſt;with, are 
- guilty of, Search therefore whether the ins 
of the times and places, thou haſt lived ing 
the "fins thou. haſt been led to by education, 
example , or thy ©companions, 'be not the (ins 
thou haſt made properly thy- own Iniquiries 
and Pray and Labour that' by Grace thou 
may'ſt be inabled ro keep thy ſelf from them. 
VII, Mens own proper fins that may be 
molt prevailing, over them, may-lye and be 
found in the undue, immoderate, unſeafonable, 
"I and uncharitable uſe of lawful' and indifferent 
30 do 155 - +4 þ 3:4. C 2 + ; things, 
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thing s, 28 in the uſe-of Mear, Drink, Arai 
Bleep,” lawful Recreations:: Your reign g or. 
prevailing . Iniquity.: may. lye in an imm derate, 
and unſeaſonable uſe, of, theſe.: The ufe of theſe, 
is. lawful, yea neceflary, yet. men that cannot, 
be charged with ſcandaſous.. fins , may - be' 
greatly. guilty of exceſs ..in theſe, in Meats," 

in- indulging, and pleafing rheir_ Palate and. 
Senſual Appetite,/ in too great variety and colt-. 
linefs,: (tho*,.nox,in quantiry). ſo.as to, negle & 
to feed the Hungry, : So in, Drink, there ,may 
be cxcefles, ſhort of Drunkepn :.lo Apparel, 

in : its. coſtlineſs,, LT” range faſhions) 
negkcting to cloath the. Naked': So-.in,indul- 
ging exceſive agd. vaſcaſonable Sleep : And 
in: Recreations. that are. in themſelves lawful, 
Men fin, if they, take up.and devour too. much 
of their; time. and. ſtrength, if,;their Heart he 
ſer, upon them, ,waſt their ate, hinder the 
guries, of their genera) or, particular . Callio; 0g, 
raking op the time. that, ſhould be ſpent, el- 
ther in publick. Working, or Family, C2 


cret |:Rel;gion,, ſuch. as ſecret. Reading, Pra 
er, Meditation, Self-refleion. ; ,In ſuch, cafes 
and. circumſtances,,;, even lawful. ,things:, (0 
themſelves. conſidered) may. prove. Iniquities, 
and.chy. reigning laiquities, . .....:. 
So Meng ſpecial: fins may. 4h in undue. 
charitable uſe. of, things, indi! erent,..{or that | 
men; account and all fo) thereby to grieve 
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(35.3%: 
the Godly; of driw- others; imp. fin by, their. 
example; an undue uſe.of Chriſtian, (or.pre-: 
tended Chriſtiap): Liberty, . 20-the; woungs 
of the Conſeiencer of weak: Brethren, 
may contract guilt in the uſe of ſuch things, 
when they. uſe them uncharifably, not i, 
if they ſariofie. themſelves, who they. rigs 
grieve, or offend : $0. uncharitable cenſun 
of others thar: are ſatisfied to do ſome 
that thou art: not ſatisfied, about 3. which 1s 
often the prevailing ſin of weak Chrithians ? 
Oc onthe other-band impokng, on otheys in 
ns that which they. acknowledge to be 
erent, and: others judge nor Jawkul. for 
chinfods. at; leaſt to do; defpiling thoſe. a: 
weak, . who cannot be ſatisfed., do Th whic 
they. da, eſpecially to make. ſuch things on 
of Communion... See whether none of , _ 
be your Iniquitics, and keep your. ſcles fr 
hetnq theſe ſims the, Apoltle warns again 
Roms. 1 4. 1, 2, 33 4» 8c, 
VIII, Mens ſpeci! fins, chat may n 4 __ 
per ſenſe he ftiled their lniquities, may be oh 


of the different ſpirieval eſtares/of- perſons bath 
before and. after their Converſgqn, /- There: 
are many fins: that are the beloyed reigning. 

ſins of Men 1n-their Uncanverted, ; Unregone- ; 
rateſtate,: and there are peculiar lips, char. aha; 


_ iy die not - beloved _ (a4 FRM 


"C98 1. 
ve too prevalent .ones after Regeneration! 
ifthe 'Godly, according as they are younger: 
Converts, and more weak and doubting Chris! 
ſtians, or ſtronger and more ancient m_— 
ſtians, 

- Before Conteifion, the ſpecial reigning P7% 
of perſons may be different, according as they! 
may 'be differemly ranked * into cuter the: 
Ignorant, or the 'profane, or meerly civil, 
morally Juſt and' honeſt perſon, or the formal: 
Profeſſor and Hypocrite: | 

The "Ignorant perſon that continues ſuch” 
nice; the means of Knowledge and Grace! 
his. ſpecial and' teigning Iniquity,” is. wiltul and: 
_afte&ed Ignorance, | reſting | contented in--It,: 
withour uſing the means to come to Knows 
tedge, which he' may enjoy, and are tendred 
tohim : He will not ſubmit to. the infſtrudi.. 
' ons of Miniſters, Parents, or Chriſtian Friends, 
ant that either from Pride, or reſting in: his: 
good meaning, thinking and ſay:ng, his Hearr, 
ind' his Intentions are as good as any, tho? 
rhe Heart cannet be good: where there is not 
ai conpetent” * meaſure of knowledge, of the: 
neeeflary principles: and duties 'of Religion, 
and'vf the'natoreof the Graces of the Spirit, 
| Tynot this the fin of many armong us?” - 

Ad as to the" Profane, looſe, debauched: 
perfon; that goes on in - his wicked courſe of; _ 
. Ditolecnnely watch, Swearing, Sabbath-: | 
; YM Forq: breaking, ; 


UMI 


CS - j 
breaking, and keeping wretched” company; 
:: | his own peculiar reigning.-fin 3s icarnal Security, 
-: | and Preſumptiony. and. that either preſuming; 
\ on-- the: mercy of God and Merus of Chriſt 
| io. general, without Faith, applying, laying. 
7 | hold of, and reſting upon the, Grace.of God. and. 
i: | Meritof Chriſt, and- without -Repeptance,, and 
: | turning from Sin te God, thereby evidencing. 
the- truth of - their Faith 5 Mens blefling them- 
ſelves and (ayipg .in their Hearts, they ſhall 
have Peace, . tho? they walk in the Imagination. 
of, their own Heaxr, and add Drunkenneſs to, 
Thirſt, Deut, 29. 19. Or elfe preſuming and 
| | promiſing themſelves, rhat they can, and will 
« | Believe and Repent hereafter.,, before. they. 
| dye. Are not theſe, O thou profane ſinner, 
thy beloved, reigning ſins, which, will | prove 
' danining ones, unleſs thou be delivered, and 
inabled to keep from them? .. he 
.- The meerly. civil, or morally juſt and ho- 
neſt. perſon in his dealings wath Men, he that 1s 
free from Debauckery,and open aRts of Profane» 
neſs, and is juſt,..-yea it may he Charitable alſo, 
a good Common-wealths-man,, 2 good Neigh> 
boar,” theſe are. all-bigbly. commendable Qua, 
lifications, yea . neceflary . dutics , inſeparable 
from. true Faith, and-.Repenrance, and figns 
of true conyerliog , when, proceeding From, 
and:accompanied-with thoſe Graces, .and Love 
10, and 'F ear of God, 'and .Heart and, Lifes 
«71? f- WD On a os 'Holineſs ; 
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Holineſs: But--yor Men may be civilly july! 
chiritable, - uſcful - in'their places,- and: be: tifli 
in aft unconverted ſtate » Now the ſpecid! bes: 
loved- reigning fins of ſuch as theſe are;, 


reſtinp in theſe as-their juſtifying righteouſnel, 


being ready ro fay as the' Phariſee, Luk, 18; 


HF; 12, 1 ars mt av other men are, &c, and 
eaking up- with” theſe inſtead of true conver- 
ficiy, and a ſaving- work of: Grace, without 
Faith, Repentance; Love to God, and: New 
Obedience, and/keeping up Communion with: 
Got iii the Datſes'of Religion, - See whether: 
thefe. be not your Iniquities and*Reigning ſins; 
aid if they have been, or be, Pray, Believe; 
- erideavour to be delivered and kept from 
nem, + | 

_ * And as to the formal Profeffor,. he may not 
only -be Civ}, bur alfo much in Dutics'of Re- 
ligion, make an high Profeſſion, be a' Bap- 
rized perſon; Heir, Read, Pray, perform Fa. 
tmily and Secret Datfes, receive the- Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, join in full Communion 
with the Truc and Beſt Reformed Churches of 
Chriſt, and yer be in in Unconverted ſtate: 
Now the reigning (in of fuch perſons, which 
is thr Iniquity, is,” refing in a form of God- 
neſs, Withoat \the power -and practice of it, 
faitable to their: profeflion 5 ſeparating duries 
of Picty from” es of Jaſtice and Charity'5 
petfor ing Fore firſt table duries, but neg- 
my OE, lecting 
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has joined, and” which in conjanRtiow che 
Grace. of God i in the Goſpel dorh teach and 
require, Tit. 2. 11, 12," Is this the" fin" of 
none of you ? If it be a beloved reigning” ſit 
in you, it will” ruin you as ſurely as -open pro- 
fatienels, and the negle&t of the' duties" of 
Piety, Pray arid Believe that you may be 
—_— ad kept from this being - "_ Ini- 
ti 

b And as to the cloſe Hypocrite, who: ray 
deceive himfel 'as. well as others, who my 
have much Knowledge, great Gifts in Pray- 
cr, and ſpe ing of the things of God, yea, 
(if « Miniſter) in ching , gay and 
confirming the Trail. and confuting Error ; 
and may, have experienced all the comniton 
works of the  Spirir, ſach as Illumination, Con- 
victions, legal* Terrors, and legal Harnitia- 
tion, parti Reformation, . and flaſhy, ftony- 
ground AﬀeCtions'; a perſon having all theſe; 
may 7 yet be- in an Unconverted ftate : Now 
the fpeci 1 reighing fin of ſuch, is, Pride in, 
and Boa! ing S their Gifts , -or reſting ih 
Knowledge Gia Gifts withour Grace; takin 
up, with the cottitnon works of the Spirit be 
fore mentioned, inftead of a thorough clnans 
a I found Converfioti, | 

| d as to perſons Cotivetted, there are Gti 
Wick ray be called Ld tniquitics _ 
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(4) | 
tho? they are not; Heloved and, reigning ONes,: . 
yet may be very. prevailing in them, "fo. as, 
that they may frequently;  fall- znto, and be 
foiled by them; and thzſe may be conſidered 
according to cheir lower 'or higher ſtanding 
in,. Chriſt, whether as Young Converts, = 
Weak Chriftizns or as Stronger, more. An; 
Gient,. and of longer ſtanding in Chriſt, 
As to Young Converts, or . Weaker ta 
| ſtians, the fins that are like to prove eheir 
Iniquities, are: unſlerclednefs. and fckleneſs: in 
Judgment, being,caken with Novelties, tofſed 
to and fro, being led by Aﬀection — than 
Judgment 3 indilcreet z2al, without knowledg 
and ſpiritual prudence to poize and-regulate it; - 
Suffering the duties of their general and-par- 
ticular Calling to interfere and hinder one ano- 
ther ; ſcrupulouſneſs and uncharitable cenſy- 
ring of others, pride of duties, gifts, inlarge- 
ments, and truſting in them too: much, And. 
is. Weak, Doubting Chriſtians, indulging 
doubts and tears, liſtening to: Satan, enter 
raining ' hard thoughts of Gad, refuſing 'the— 
comforts the Ward of God holds - forth, 
Are! none of: theſe 'your prevailing Corr 
tionq;:\ (tho? not .your. beloved ones) but if 
they; be- prevailing ones, they are very. Diſha- 
nourable to God , uncomfortable, and>pre- E 
-jidicial both'to-;your ſelves and others. Pray” - 
,you-may. be kept, .and endeayour to keep. your | 
'{elyes from them, And + 


So 


Rt 7, EY 

” And as'to Strbnger and more Ancient Chet | 
frians, the (ins -thar they are, in danger"to 
be beſet with' as their peculiar fins, are, t6o 
much rigidneſs towards young beginners, cX- 
peCting too much from them,” as much Know- | 
ledge, and Prudence as:' they® themſelves, "or 
*6tKer | Ancient Chriſtians have; not- bearing 
with. their Infirwitics, want of Pity and 'Cotn- 
paſſion towards ſuch - as are *urider Doubts-and 
Fears ; which may provoke God to cauſe'even 
ftrong Chriſtians ſome time' or other to feel 
"them, that they'may learn more: to pity ſuch 
' weak, doubting, tempted, deſerted, but good 


Souls for ever after. £ | 

_ Again, another ſpecial fan- of Stronger Chiti- 
fliins, or thoſe thar think themſelves 6; is, 
_ufing, or indeed abuſing Chriſtian Liberry'by 


| going to the utmoſt extent of ir,” to the offence 
. of others, grieving ſome; and wounding 'the 


 Confciences of, others, occafioning them *to 
fin by rheir example, not caring, if they*to 
' butt farisfie themſelves, how much others way 


be diſſatisfied, grieved, - offended, and* Qamia- 


© ged.. "Yea Worldlineſs is an-iniquiry thit' ig 
: very apt . to ſeize and grow upon Ancient Pto- 


feſlors, as alſo Spiritual Sloth and Slumber, 


. 'Deadneſs of AﬀeQAions, Dulreſs and Drowfſi- 


” neſs of Soul in Holy Duries, decays of Grate, 


-lofs of Firſt Love, and of former Zxal and 
"Fendernehs, You ſtronger and more ancieft 


Chr 
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.C iſl;ans, ſearch, hk , "® r other of 

theſe be nor your Jaiquix ties, . KG ch tho' the : 

obe not allow'd,: or reignivg, h yet, oft an | 
.very far. prevail Lbs yau. . 

- IX. i Thoſe. Sins which may, popein I 

.called, Mens gw lniquiti ties, . may und 
- in, or; about the Duties they, Sald or de'per- 
. form; , ln regard, either 0 the Omiſſigns f 

; Duties, and Ordinances, or Careleſnefs, in be 

performance of them. The. l1ns of our Hg- 

;Jy rhings may ,, prove our Tpecial fins ** Sins of 

'Oayſlion, may. be, oft are, reigning ns..10 
{the Ungodly,,. and. partial Quithory dre [7 
"much prevailing Iniquities,in; th e. Gat * 
may be Sho art not guilty. of. * *OUtWArc I acts of 

-groſs fins, of, lmpiety, Injuftice, latemperance, 

; pur, yer thou | live .in. the neglect of. 
--publick Online, the Word, Prayer, | 
- the Sacrament. ( mean reſting. content. in Ta AB 
a ſlate, thatthou, baſt neither right” to, ne orfit 

, »nels G for that LEA Sling © Ocdiqance) Ne wg 
-3n. the neg pie Family-D utics, of. LB 
© Pra er,; Catechizing, or, omirtin 
_— theſe "Omilfions, tf ts Fe bory 1 

- ved i in, pai Rnoviedge, a I #2 

»3hep are thine, yea thy reigning, ſniguies. \ 

And you that have :;true . Grace ,. 'yqui 
| -pmiſſion. of . Daties. through careſelacls, tut 

. they be not, beloved Lufts, yet they; are, R ony 

R | Corruptions ia you, when a little. Bo £5 1 


ord 
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—} ofdiniry buſineſs, vill» cauſe +you 267) onit* 
7 | Duties; 'put> you” by the. &ttending- gn wweek- 
day -oppertunities' 'of' 'hearing; the Word), 
Cwhen you might without prejudice order: "it 
otherways) or/!put'! you! by your»Familyudr 
Secret Duties,” Yea ur is your viniquity- anpre- 
vailing fin /in1-you; who:have a right. to, and 
finals? for the'Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
#F:ipou" ſuffer; worldly ' buſineſs: foro: :ivcroach 
Up6n your'time \ and- hearts, that; you frequent- 
1y' omit”: Joyning* in that : Ordinance 4D Land. 
wih"that 'Chriftian -Church-Society ::you; are 
Memabers'of : Nay,if: you not coriſtantly doi, 
-tiile(s providence plainly -hinder>Are you, guihy 
-of *rheſe Omiſſions 2i-if -you-ace, ithey.;are:your 
ifpechal>'ſins,7\be'''bumbled- for;rand ) endeavgur 
07 eeformi-qhbetn,” 1 41 1 
"And "as >the omiflion of-Daties: and: Ordi- 


ur t6 the Urmolts 


etoft;! thus: ſtyive-i \ Ml 


4 Keepitiels, - and MEH 


c 4 a _— ” " > —_ 
1 ta = - as 3: - 7 . —_—_ I 
£ $"SWs * . 
b " 


(4) 


aby ſelf, by: cating: or drinkingy :or Guin 
too late, or the like, it is thy: :meer natural; ie 
-Grmicy, and upon thy Faith, Repevtance, and 
:Prayer, God will not impute ir;as-fin to thee, | 
but for the ſake of Chriſt: will, pardon: it; --iSo: 
"vain, wandring, worldly, diſtratting thoughts 
.in-Duty, if thou -doſt-not endeavour to drive 
.away theſe Fowls of the Air,:-when they - conje 
upon: thy; Sacrifices, they: ace- thy. prevailing 
iniquities; bur-:if thou doſt;byFairth, Prayer 
and Endeavoirs drive them away; they are but 
-thy: infirmities,- however, .not- thy -prevailing 
fins, when thou grieveſt tor, and groaneſt under || 
«them, So pride. of: gifts, expreſſions and inlarge- 
-xments in Duties: and again, -notifollowing:Du- 
*yies. and Ordingnces, nor- following the Word 
and Sacraments, with Prayer, Meditation, par- 
-ricular Applicdtion, nor following - theſe; with 
. Watchfulneſs;'and Endeavours ſuitable to-your 
- Gong and-other Duties you perform. +;-;;; * 

.'Are not : ſome © of | theſe, the! roo frequent 
prevailing ſins; that cleave to the holy things 
even; of you that may have. Grace in: truth? 
-\theſe you muſt'be humbled for, aod by Prayer 
and Faith : ſeck the. pardon of, and endeas 
-wvour by theſe and an holy Watch, to. keop 


- Jace ſelves from. 
concerns only the 


X. And laſtly, Whi 
truly Gadly, | Perſon's fins may: obs 
3 namely, ith 


or about their very 


$is by 
aw 75 


__ TT Ty. 
pi fot endeivouring to' grow it choſe Grates; 
and fo act and exerciſe cher, or falling in- 
to, and being foiled 'by thoſe fins Which aye 
_ direfly contrary to the' Graces, wherein they 
have been moft eminent; Thy iniquiry, who 
haft true Grace, may be thy not drawing 
cut. thoſe Habits of Grace God hach wrought 
in thee, info a&t and exercife, but ſuffering 
Grace ro lye afleep and unafted, If God 
bath 'wrought Faith . ir thee, thy. iniquity 
may be tht thou doſt not grow ftrong in 
Farth, that thon mighreſt fo more glorife Got; 
| that thou doft not aft and uſe thy Faith, to 
refolve thy Doubts, and repel thy Fears 5 that 
thou doft not by. Faith, ferch ſupplies of 
Grace and Strengrb againſt corruprion, ind 
remptarion, from .thar Fountain of Sttength, 
the all-fufficient  Fulneſs of Chrift. Hath 
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or in what was oppolite to the Graces they 
were moſt eminent for, Thus in Noah; one 
that was. a Preacher, and true and eminent 
Practiſer of Righteouſneſs and Temperance 
his greateſt iniquity mentioned, was his being 
over-taken with Drunkenneſs once, Abraham 
moſt eminent for Faith; his chief iniquity 
recorded was, through fear diflembling, and 
net owning his Wife, but ſaying, She a 1 
Syfter. Lot, who vexed his Soul for Sodows's 
ſins, yet his iniquity upon record was, a very 
heinous and complicated fin, and of great af- 


finity to theirs, namely, Drunkenneſs, and | 


committing Uncleanneſs with his own Daugh- 
ters. Facob was a plain Man, yet his greateſt 
ſia recorded was, ufing indire&t means to get 
theBlefiing, even Diflimulation, and down- 
right Lying, Gen. 25: Moſes, the meeckelt 
Man on Earth, yet the,ſfin that ſhut him out 
of Canaan was, ſpeaking unadviſedly with his 


Lips, Fob eminent in Patience, Jam. 5. 11,. 
yet how many impatient Speeches did he ut-* 

- 9 | T8781: 
ter * David, a Man. after God's own heart ;. 
| how tender was his Conſcience ? 1 Sam. 24. ; 
V. 5. but where was this. his tenderneſs when } 
he committed the ſins of Adultery and. 


Murder ? Kh 
al 


ture, that the Gns. the moſt eminent of Saints |} 
have been foiled by, were in the defe& of, 
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ab - eminent for his Courage |. 
#b, telling him it was he that; 
| troubled 


L 
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_—__ Ifrael, and "ſetting himſelf againſt 


Baal's Prieſts, and ſlaying four hundred and 
fifty of them, 1 King. 18. 18, 22, 4o. yet 
how faint-hearted was he, when out of fear 
and diſcontent he ſues for Death > '1 King. 
I9., 4. Peter, how reſolute and forward for 
Chrift, yet how cowardly, finfully and ſhame- 
fully did he deny Chriſt ? And God permits 
this, that the beſt of his people may learn to 
rely upon, not the ftrength of their Graces re- 
ceived, but the ſtrength of Chriſt, and of his 
Spirit, and cone to look up to, and de- 
pend upon him for freſh ſupplies of his Grace 
to be derived from him by Faith.. Search 
whether your peculiar 1niquities do' not lye 
here, either in the want of growth in, and 
ſtrengthning of your Graces, -or want of the 
exerciſe of them; or in your falling into,the 


fins diretly oppoſite to thoſe Grates of God" 


Spirit you have formerly. been moſt emifte 
in, and labour eſpecially ro keep your ſelves 
from _ theſe iniquities, that they prove not 
yoirr chief and moſt prevailing ſins. And fo 
much for the ſecond Genera], which was to 
ſhew-where men's ſpecial fins may moſt pro- 


 bably be found, 


I. "The next General Head is to give the 
Scriptare-proof of -the Dorine, which | ſhall 
very briefly diſpateh, | 


D z- I, That 


v4 


- I; That. 4 i the. duty ' of: all peculiarly toy 
keep themſelves from, their own iniquiries,, 
whether feigning, ar but prevailing ſins; It 
3s. proyed, from direct Scripture-comimands, || 
Matth.,5. 2:9, 30. Mark 9,43, 45, 47. By 
the right. hand, right foor, and right; eye, 
are underſtood thoſe fins our Text ſpeaks of 
ſuch as men are as hardly prevailed upon to 

art with, as they would be to part with 

thoſe Members of the Body. So Heh, 12.1. 
Let ws lay aſide the, ſin that doth ſo. eaſily 
beſet mw, which, as it. may have reſpc& to 
Origimal Corruption, and the body of: Death, 
that root, and fountain of all other fins.z fo: 
x eſpecially hath an eye to the peculiar reign» 
ing or: prevailing ſins, which may be _ called; 
men's. own. ways,(1/a.'53. 6.) For theſe are 
the very firſt-born of Original Corruption, 
hep arc the {ms that have men at every turn : 
Thus 1/a.5F. 7. The wicked is exhorted and; 
.direQed, to forſake his way, and his thoughts g 
ſuch ways of ſin, and ſuch particular cor 
rupt. thoughts, as he is moſt guilty, of, and 
are moſt. his. own, as ever he would! obtain 
mercy, and be abundantly pardoned, Fer.::488 
V, 1x, Return you now every one from his: tt 
way: Every one hath ſome particular. evil; 


1 


way, that he moſt walks in, 


HI. This is an evidence of uprightaeſs; +2! 
fy perſons to keep themſelves from theit tou 
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| cial and moſt prevailing corruptions ; this 


appears, In that, this is' promiſed by God to 
be written in the hearts of men, as @ ſpecial 


| and cfſcnrial part of Repentance, Iſa, '2. 20. 


When thoſe there ſpoken of, repented and 
were truly converted ; they caſt away their 
Idols -of Silver and. Gold; which coſt them 
much, and they had fer an 'high rate upon, 
but now ,they ſhall caſt them away to the 
Moles and to the Batts.z, they account no 
place, no dunghill bad enough for them : So. 
it, is ſaid, 1/a. 30,22, that when they: truly 
repent, they ſhall defile the covering of 'their 
graven Imapes of Silver, ,calkherm away as a 
menſtruous Cloth, and ſay WW them, Get ou 
hence; they {ball throw the "away With de- 
reſtarion as moſt abominable things. Sa Heſ, » 
14. 3, 8,: When Iſrael returns to the Lord, 
ſhall ſay, Aſhur ſhall not fave ws; "we will moe 
ride upow Horſes; we. will ſay no-more' #0. th 
works of our bands, you are our Gods. Efliraims 
ſhall ay, hat ave / any moreto dewith. 
Idols ? Carnal confidence” in Aſhria 'and- 
Egypc, and.in their Horſes and irength at home, 
and.in, their Idols, had been 1/rael's.& Kpbridien's' 
reigning. fins, but: when they. tr wraly. Jang fin- 
cerely/wum'to the Lord,. then they. ſeep-them-! 
ſelves. from. them, and will have Ra more to. 


as wth: Them. 
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IV. The next General Head to be ſpoken to. 
15, to explain what 1s meant by the uprighe” 
Man's keeping himſelf from his laiquity, 
And, 


I. Negatively: It is not to be underſtood 

in a ſtrict legal ſenſe, as tho! every, or indeed} 
any, upright Man did, or in the time of this 
life, while he is in the Body, and carries the 
Body of Sin and Death abour him, could, fo. 
keep himſelf from his .iniquicy, as never to || 
commir' 'it after his converſion, or never to | 
relapſe ' into it ates: his Repentance of ir, and 
his: Faich for pag of, and power againſt i it, 
eſpecially' as to the inward ſtirrings and work- 
ings of corruption, or ſuch ſins as are meer 
Infarmities,” or mixt ones, or fins of ſurprize : 
if this'were the meanivg of i ir, the beft of Saints 
on Earth (no'not” David, a Man after Gods 
own Heart) could never have faid'; 1 have 
kept 'my: ſelf from my iniquity. David was 
guilty of difimulacion, and of the way of Iy-: 
18g more than 'once':; There are' ſome 'ſins'sf 
Eonftiratios, , Calling, Relation, Condition: 9%. ' 
as have beer mentioned ' above, that even. an” 
Upright Man may be: \peſtered with” al tits 
days, and be foiled by*them again' ahi” db 
its true, it muſt be owned, that it's the dap”; 
of every Man, and the hearty defire and en-." 
deavour | 


X. 


'Y Fl ) 
deavour of every Upright Man, bis habitual 
aim and deſign, and the bent of his Squl' ro 
keep himſelf from his ' own ſpecial fin, and in- 
deed every known: {m, fo as not to allow him- 
ſelf in the commiſſion thereof, 

Bur if never committing or falling"into this 
his iniquity, was the meaning of the Texr, nor 
a meer Man on Earth would be able' t \ prove 
his Uprightneſs : : Thatim. Eccleſ. 7, 20.'is true, 
not only of ſin in genera], bur alſo of this” ſpe- 
cial fin ; There « not a Fuſt man on earth that 
finneth not, Jam, 3. 2, not only m, 'many 
things, ' but in the ſpecial fin which” we are 
moſt inclined to, we fin” more or lefs, © The 
foregoing ſenſe would condethn the generation 
of the \Righteous , for where i is the Upright 
Man or Woman that hath Hot cauſe 'ro com- 
plain 'and* confeſs, I. have "bewailed, prayed, 
and, endeavoured apainft” my pride, paſſions, 
working 'of Corruption, *Unbelief, and- other 
my iniquiries, and yethavi®' again and” again 
been foiled by them. '*Fhierefore, © © 

IT.” Affirmatively.””, To fhew you. foe it 
is in an Evangelical ſenſe, for the Upright'Man 
to keep himſelf from his? rquiry.” An; 

I. To keep Mens PORE AY thei iniqui- 
ties,” ſb as\ 9g evidence'the 'tiprigtitneſſ of ':their 
Hearts thereby, is to break off from the pra- 
ice of _ thoſe ſins they are moſt inclined to, 
thatis, from the allowed, frequent, cuſtomary 
D 4 commitring 
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- comminting: of it, if it he an outward a4 of: 


roſs ſcandalous fin, yea from the allowed jn- 
Ee aQtings of bis peculiar fins, the? they be 
but meer infirmiries, mych more if they be 
mixed infirmities, that. have too much of the 
Will, or.. preſent ſenſual delight .in them, or 
that .. 'praceed from. careleſneſs : He doth. not 
keep . imſelf from his 1 miquiy, who regards 
iniquity in bu | Heart, Pal. 66, 18. T bat 
makes a "Trade of his fin, cyltomarily commits 
it, of frequently falls i iato it : He keeps him- 
ſelf from his iniquity, thar can truly ſay as 
Paul, .Rom. 7. 1 Y That "which I. do, 1 allow 
not, bur if Men allow themſelves in any known 
ae they. do not keep. themſelves from._.:ir, are 
upright, aud. ſuch. Foo cuſtomarily” and 
Calth—f5 fall i into ſcandalous (ins, as, ;/Tipling; 


Drunkennefſs, Swearing,: Uncleanne(s,: Defraud- 


ing, or any other..ſin, that they know. to be 
ſo, they., do not keep themſelyes from. their 
Iniguity I is your, Duty therefore, to. break 
.off the allowed cuftargary commiſſion of any 
fio, .and more : eſpecially of. thoſe'lins; that by 


reaſon, of Qonftiturion, Call Hg, Apge,Plage, Oc 


dition, or-any other refpe may be Mens own 


Iniquiie they would prove that, they are 
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17 That keeping Mens ſalyes from their 
lniquities, which is an Evidence of Upright 
neſs before God, confiſts, in the bent and 
byaſs of the Soul being ſer againſt fin, 'and, 
peculiarly a pgainkt its ſpecial fins: In_ the” Squls 
being hearrily. willing, and giving a full 'can- 
ſent, to have. us moſt beloved Luft, or moſt. 
prevailing , tyrannizing Iniquity ſubdued , | 
mortified, .killed and crucified, Ir is to cake 
up a firm purpoſe and. reſolution, and that 
in. the ſtrength of God and Chriſt, and the 
Holy Spirit, againſt its ſpecial fins, "it is to be 
active in keeping from, and mortifying thefe 
prevailin corruptions, and not to be meerly 
paſhve*: he Upright Man isnot only” kept 
ow his ſin, Ul 6.48 himſelf from it':' Ag 
it is one thing ro be humbled, and another to/ 
humble ones ſelf ; fo it's. one thing to be kept 
from committing the outward adts of fin,” and. 
another thing for a Man to make it his deſign 
and buſineſs to ſet himſelf. againſt his fin, to- - 
keep it at an under, to Watch, Pray, Bel ve 
ainft it, and for the mortification of it : So 
the word in the Text, in the Voice itis uſed, 
ſignihies a reciprocal aQi6n, a Mans afting up-* 
on and towards. biaaſelf, ufiog as it ,were an 
holy violence an. himſelf, towards js ftrong. 
4 propenſions,. and particular iniquities, Twas 
1 4 POT: of wy ſelf, 1 lo one Verſion: 'The* 
3 Syriach, 


OE Red dentin gr i. Sa. 4 ,, "on Py "97m2 oY FF; .i 0-9 0 — F 


We” INES" 


(54) |; 
Syriach, I took heed to my ſelf : The Arabick, 
I will take heed, or beware of mine Iniquity : 
Men may be kept from their fins, yer'not keep 
themſelves, and ſo not be uprighr, Men may 
be kept from-the outward ads. of their fins 

. by force, fear of Puniſhment from Men, or of 
diſpleaſing of Friends, or from meer legal 
{liviſh fear of God and of Hell, by preſent 
checks, gnawings, or terrors of Conſcience, by 
Sickneſs, or want of what may feed their Luſfts, 
their Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, or the like, 
as in Poverty or Age it may be: In ſuch caſes 
Mens fins leave them, they do not leave. or 
keep themſelves from their fins : But then Men 
ſo keep themſelves from their | iniquities, as to 
evidence _ that they . are upright, when they 
can ſay, -as Rom, 7. 15, to theend, | 


nts my AQ, we wid wn, ww WM. Yy Aw ad a. ew co c }þ 


TI, A Man keeps himfelf from his Iniquity, | ;; 
ſo as to, manifeſt his Uprightneſs, when, if he | 
be, oyertaken and foiled by his iniquity, he'f y 
moutrns.and grieves for it with triie Evange- | 
lical Godly ſorrow, and fpeedily renews the; | 4 
actings of his Repentance and. Faith, and? 
Prayers for Pardon of, and Power againſt it x 
not ſuffering guile ro lye on his _ Conſcience,” L 
or the filth and power of his lin ro Tye, quietly, f| x, 
in his Soul, but confefſeth ir ro God, and bath" '< 
bys - Heart ftirzed up to. an higher* degree! off 5 
indignation againſt it ; This is the Daty, yea} 
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and Endeavour of all that would prove their 
Hearts Upright before God, Men may forbear 
the outward aCts of their reigning fins fora 
time, from carnal or meerly legal grounds 
and principles, yet not” loath rhem, bar ftill 
have a liking to them, and when they do fall 
into them, not grieve aright, 'nor grodh un- 
der them. You do not in the ſenfe of the 
Text | keep your ſelves from your iniquities, 
if upon'foils by them, you do: not ſpeedily 
repent of them, confeſs, bewail them, believe 
and pray againſt chem, and have not your 
Hearts filled with greater hatred of them': But 
| | he, doth keep himſelf from his iniquity, fo'far 
| 25 to. approve his uprightneſs, who tho" he 
may ſometimes, yea roo. often be guilty of 
ſome a&ts of it, yet ir is the conftanr burden 
- | of his Soul; [> that ke groans under it, and 
\ | is in bitterneſs of Soul for it, laoking on Chriſt 
. | a5 pierced' by ir, * He exerciſes Faith on Chriſt, 
\ | wreſtles * with. God in Prayer, and his Heart 
| is more ſet apainſt this his fin; ſo that Whereas 
ir has been' peculiarly loved and delighted in 
before in his unregenerate ſtate, or was more 
rickling 'of, and- pleaſing co the unregenerate 
pore even after Converſion , he now comes 
to have his Heart more fer upon the mortifi- 
© | 'edtion: of It, ſo as to offer an holy violence to 
I 3: This is for Men to keep themſelyes' frora 
24 their mniquities, -for there muſt be an holy vio- 
> WROTE — lence 
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lence uſed againſ}, theſe ſpecial ſing ; - far tha 
| the Spirit in the regenerate part be willing, 

et the fleſh is weak yea wiful, and muſt be! 
Loot under, 

IV. 'Tobe upright, and prove that uprights 
neſs by men's keeping themſelves from their 
Inquities, it 1s, to watch againſt theſ fans in 
an eſpecial manger, and all the occaſions and 
the very appearances of theſe evils, ., and ,to 
reliſt the very ficſk motions ang. rifings of them 
10 the heart; and to uſe all che megos God 
hath in bis W ord appointed and dyected to, 
for the mortificatioa of them 5 :tg;-ufe and 
improve. all Duties and Ordinances, the Word, 
Sacraments, Prayer, Faſting Joyned with 

rayer, and Communion of Saints, yea all pub- 
lick, private and Secret Duties to this end; 
This 18 for men to keep themfelves, from theig 
iniquities ; he doth not do fo, that runs upon 
the occaſions of fin, ſuch things, as: he bath 
found to feed his ſpecial fins; - he that runs into 
that company, that, be hath. found drawing | * 
kim into Ga, either drinking,  wantanneſs, mife 
ſpending of cime,, or any other ſin, that he ®s 
Fholined to, and. caſily foiled by he that oy | 
not abftain from appearance. of -evil, 1 T4 
be 5: 2.2, Joth not hate the garment ſported 1 Wi 
the fcth, Tude > 23+ that doth not-xelift :cþ [7 

"Gcft motions, of {8 but entertains: them. * | 
Fi thoughts, Juffers them to Conceive, 2p od | 
ko 
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| birced there; He doth not keep himſelf from? 

Zi his iniquity, -thar doth not deny himſelf in Jaw- 
ful things, that are not neceſſary, when and fo 

'Þ far as, he finds them to miniſter occaſion to his 

- Þ ſpecial fins : ſuch an one doth in part fail in 

ef this duty of the Text, and fo far in his upright- 

a | neſs, though in the main he be upright, Yea 

JF be chat doth not uſe the means to mortifie his 

> | fins, the Word, Prayer, and ( if one \thar hath 

n | 2 right to them ). Sacraments, and no them 

q | for this end, doth at leaſt in degree fall ſhort 

, | of integrity 3 and. if any wholly negle& to 

d || avoid occaſions of fin, or to uſe the means to 

. | mortifee theſe fins, he is not upright at all ; bur”. 
» he that doth thefſ& things, avoids occaſions of 
+ | fin, and duly uſes and improves the inſtituted 

.' means for mortifying of ir, 1s upright, And 

f theſe varticulars may ſeem as Marks to try 

a | your ſelves by. 

b | V. I proceed now in the next place to give 
; the Reaſons of the Doftrine; And 
' 

; 


+I. One Reafon why it is the duty of every* 
, one: that names the Name of Chrift, and- the 
Evidence of fuch an one's Uuprightnels,-ts keep' 
| himſelf from his. iniquity, is, becauſe ir is by* 
| theſe fins that are men's own proper” iniquities,/ ; 
2 | (whether they .be beloved reigning fins in the! © * 
4 | varegenerate, or prevailing and tyrannizing" 
44 :*5 corruptions 


158) : 
 corruptions' in the regenerate) that God is mc x 
diſhonoured ; theſe are they that men take oc? 
caſion from to reproach Religion, eſpecially if! 
they be outward open acts of fin that are fallen! 
into, Now certainly it is the duty of all, eſpe-! 
cially of Believers, to keep themſelves from that! 
which may bring diſhonour to God; and there- 
fore will it be an Evidence of the uprightneſs” 
of the hearr, becauſe he that really keeps him- 5! 
ſe!f From his iniquities, doth it from grounds F 
and principles, from a reſpect to God's Glory z . 
he keeps from them as things that do peculiarly c 
diſhonour God, tranſgreſs his holy Law, are. | 
' committed againſt Chriſt, grieve and quench: 3 
the Ho!y Spirit of God: For theſe are the right. \ 
ſcriptural, ſpiritual grounds and motives of our © 
keeping our ſelves from ſin : Now men's own: 
fins, diſhonouring God, oppoſing Chrift, and” 
grieving the Spirit in a more than ordinary. 
manner, to keep from ſome fins, and not from 
theſe, would arguea rotten hearr. | 
II. Becauſe for perſons to Keep themſelves J : 
from their iniquities either reigning or prevail-. 
ing corruptions, is, one ſpecial act, fruit BY 
efteQ of true Evangelical Sorrow, and Repen-; 
tance ; Now it is our duty to exerciſe all the. 
as, and bring forth all the «ffets.and fruits 
of true Repentance ; but” without this our Re-', 
pentance is not truly Eyangelical, - for thereig? 
an efl:atial part and actof it wanting, vis. thay] 
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3] of taking an holy revenge on our fins, and, on 
71 our ſelves for them, 2. Cor. 7. 11. Na what 
| revenge? This is the only caſe in which re- 
| venge is lawful; and. here it is commendable, 
yea our great and neceflary Duty : This our 
prevailing corruption, (as you ſaw under the laft 
Head)is that by which we have moſt diſhonour- 
ed God, moſt wounded and pierced Chriſt; 
grieved, quenched and vexed the Spirit of God, 
and hath moſt wounded our own Conſciences, 
defaled our Souls, and defaced God's Image in 
them; therefore we ſhould keep our ſelves 
from theſe our iniquities, that we may take 
revenge on them, for the wrong they have 
done to God, and our own Souls ; by being 
the death of thoſe ſins, which have in a more 
{eminent manner, been the cauſe. of the Death 
Jof Chriſt, and would be the Death of our 
4 Souls, if not repented of, .pardoned, and ſub. 
dued as to their reigning power 5 by how inuch 
any fin has been more delightful to us former- 
ly, the more hateful it ſhould be to us for the - 
time to come, What Am-non unjuſtly did by 
i] Tamar, we may. juſtly do by our beloved 
fins, Thus have true Penitents exprefled their 
7 Repentance ; ſo did Mary Magdalen when 
ſhe Waſhed Chrifts Feet with her Tears, to 
y take a revenge on thoſe Eyes of hers, that had 
Ybcen Doors and Windows, Outlets, and In- 
Alts to Luſt and Wantonneſs as to her (elf, and 
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by Woanton. Glances had ſtirred up Luft ig 
others ; and ſhe rook a Revenge on-thoſe Hd 


that had been Nets and. Snares. to catch Men ; 
when ſhe wiped Chriſts Feet with the Hairs of 
her Head, Thus Arch-biſhop Crarmer who' 
had ſubſcribed a Recantation, when he was 
\ recovered from his Fall, and brought. to. the 
Stake, firſt part thac Hand into the Flames 
that had Subſcribed the Recantarion. 

III. Becauſe to keep your ſelves from. your 
iniquities, will be an Evidence of the power 
as well as the truth of your Repentance, and. 
of the Work of Gods SanQtifying Spirit and, 
Grace upon your Hearts ; therefore we ſhould 
keep our ſelves from theſe our iniquities : Theſe 
are the Mafter-ſins, the Lordly-Luſts; we 
ſhould do by. theſe as the King of Syria gave 
order to his Captains abour the Ring of 1/rael; 
1 Kin, 22, 31. Fight neither with ſmall nof 
great ſave only with the King of Jſrael, They 
were to fight with others, but againft him 
chiefly : So we muſt fight againſt every ſin; 
but we muſt aim our Arrows and Blows molt 
peculiarly againſt our Ring-Lufts, to take them 
Captive, yea to kill and flay them: As it 
would be an Evidence of Falſenefs and Trea; 
chery in Officers and Souldiers in an Army; 
to ſhoot at the Common Souldiers amongſt 
their Enemies, but when they ſee Captains or 
the General, to ler them eſcape, and not tmakd 
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a « hatin them ; no leſfs'will ic be a Gpn'of 4 
falſe, rotten, Hypocritical Heart, to kerp from 
ſome ſins, but not from its ſpecial figs: Bur 
on the gther hand it is a, Ggn of ſincerity, when 
Men keep rhemſelves from theſe their moſt pre-. 
dominant fins, as thqſe that are the greateſt 
Enemies to God, and their Souls ; Yea thus 
to keep frcm our ſpecig),, moſt prevailing fins, 
will be an evidence of rhe power of - Grace in 
the Heart 3 as ir is an evidence of the power 
of a Prince, when he is got into the Heart 
of his Enemies Country, and takes his Forts 
gnd Strong-holds, ſo it will bea fign of the 
Birength of Grace, when you keep from, and 
ſubdue ycur formerly beloved, or moſt pre- 
yailing Corruptions ; for theſe are the Stropg- 
holds, that Sin, the World, and Satan have 
in ycur Hearts; therefore 1 will bean evi 


dence that the Weapons of your Warfare, re 


. mighty through God, nw they pull gown 


thole Sirong: holds, 3nd bring dawn every 
high thing iptg captivity, . Cor, Id. 4 5+ 
Theſe your ſpecial ſang 4re_ the Srrong. Man 
Armed, that keep the 
you keep your ſelves t5em theſe fans, it proyes 
Grace to be Rixorger than Go; when it ques” 
comes theſe ſtrovg RR , ES | 

Iy, Anather re#(cn why we hcyid keep 
cup (clves from. cur ſpecial: prevailing ſing; 8nd 


a» 
_ 


now-when : 


7 - (Wy 
ſo to do is, becauſe rhis will be an evidence of”. 
the truth and ſtrength of our love to God and* 


Jeſus Chriſt, when we will deny them nothing 


but are ready to pluck out right eyes, cut off 
right hands, keep and mortifie thoſe fins which 
are by nature, by cuſtom, and by their profit 


or pleaſure as dear to us as thoſe members of 


body are ; and indeed he whois mabled by* 
| grace,to part with his moſt beloved or prevailing 


fins, will by the ſame grace be inaþled to part 
with his life for God, if called thereunto ; for 
Mens beloved lufts -are dearer ro them than 
their lives, yea than their Souls naturally - 
Burt if Men do not. keep themſelves from their 


| beloved iniquities, they have no true love to 


God at all ; yea, if they do not ſet themſelves 


with all their might againſt. prevailing corrup- 
tions, 1t 1s a {ignthere is little love to God and // 


Jeſus Chriſt, | 

I now- proceed to the Application - of this 
Dofrine's and much that -hath been mention- 
ed in the Explication, and Confirmation of the 
PoArine, 'may be helpful to us in, and ſerve 
inſtead of the Application of it g what hath 


been. already ſaid, ſhewing where men may 


ſeek for, and find their ſpecial fins either beloved 
and reigning luſts, or prevailing iniquities, may 
be uſeful by way of DireQion to help you, ro 


find but what your iniquities are,and whar hath 
- been'ſpoken in the Application; ſhewing Whiit 
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It is for perſons to keep themſelves from thele* | 


miquities , may be helpful to you in Examis« 
nation , whether you - have this mark and-evi- 
dence of the Uprightneſs of your hearts before 
God ; and whar hath been. infiſted on as 'Rea« 


' | ſons of the Doctrine, may ſerve as Motives to 


inforce the Exhortation to'all of us, / to keep. 
our ſelves from our pecuhiar Iniquities: © But I 
ſhall make however ſome more particular Ap» 
plication, by way of Exatnination, Exhortation 
and Direction, 

I. Let us make uſe of this Doctrine by 
may of Examination,' to call on all, both my 
ſelf and others, to examine whether we can 
evidence that we are upright” before the Eord, 
by this, that we have been inabled to keep our 
ſelves from our iniquities 3 for conſider you can 
have no evidence of fincerity, if you*''do not 


in ſome good meaſure keep your . ſelves from 


your iniquity, at leaft from the reigning power 
of it, fron 4 Ju beloved Luft, a 6 YI do 
not ſet your ſelves againſt,” and uſe your utmolt 
endeavours to keep your ſelves fron your moſt 
prevailing. tyrannizing Corruptions, that you 
find 'by' experience you are: moſt inclined: to, 
and molt cafily and frequently foiled by, To 
indulge" any - fin . out of: love to-it,” and when 
convincedir'is 2 fin, /is the brand of a: rotten- 


| hearted Hypotrite; -and/ the certain ſign of a 
| Miny being a” 7 "Ts of a work of: ſaving 
- re : | 


grace 


” 


very weak Grace, and that it u at a very 
low ebb in the Soul, If you keep your ſelves 
from ſome fins that you are leſs inclined and 
have fewer temptations to, from conſtitution, 
employment, age, condition, or the like, and 
yet do not keep your ſelves from other fins, that 
' you are more inclined to, at leaſt if you donor 
to the utmoſt endeavour ſo to do, you can have 
no evidence of fincertty 3 if, with Saw, you 
deſtroy the lean Cattle, but ſpare the Fat, and 


ſpare an Apas, a King Luft, you are but. 
Hypoctites ; if you keep your ſelves only. 


from lean Luſts, that can bring in little 
or no advantage to you, but even outward 


hurt, . ſuch as will waſte your Eftates, blaſt 
your . Credit, impair your Health, conſume 
your Bodies, deſtroy your Lives, or undo. 


your Families , but ſpare fat Luſts, ſuch 
whereby your gain comes in , which may 


raiſe you- in your Eſtate, or in youreſteerm 


— 
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with Men, or are pleaſing and delightful fins} 


this is a fign of an unſound heart ; if you 
z|low yaur ſelves in the fins that your Callings 


lay before you Temptations to, Injuftice þ 
Oppreſſion, Deceir; or any Unlawful Gains, if. 


there be any Delilah you lay in your Boſoms, 
_ or lay:;your heads in the Lap of, 


.* 


ace, it argues no grace at all in truth $ and - 
to be often foiled by prevailing ( tho' they |; 
be no reigning ) fins, is an argument of. 


your hearts: 
| _ are 


a [a as 
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zee nivt fpright ; But if you regard no iniquicy 
in your heart, would not leave a Hoof behind, 
ſpare tio Ages, has no. Delileb, ir is a fight 


of an upright hearr, Examine therefore your * 
ſelves, whether you have kept your :felves | 


from your iniquity, To keep fromthe 
committing ſome fins that you have no great 
inclitiation or tempration to , is no ſign of 
ſincerity ; but ro keep your ſelves from the 
firs your natural temper, age,” &c. leads you 
to, this will be an evidence of grice,.' As 
for mftdnce , for an! old Man to keep from 
Wantomnefs, from As of Uncleanneſs or ' 
Prodipality , this is no fign of bis fincerity;- 
when poſhbly he thinks or fpeaks of fach © 
fins with delight 3 his fins in fuch a. caſe 

have rather left him, than he has: left [his 
fins : So it's no fign of Uprightneſs for: the 
young Man to keep ' himſelf fram Cove- 
rouſneſs ; bat now for the young Man to 
flee youthful Luſts , Pride, Vanity, - Diſcbe- 
dience to Syperiours , | Uncleanneſs;\. hntempe- 
rance', Evil Companions , Sins that he bathe 
the moſt ſtrong Temprations' to, this ids ſin 
of Grics : So for the old Man. to'keep 
bimfelf from Coverouſneſs , Frowardneſs and 
other Sins of Age, is an evidence of true 
Grace, yea of ſome ftrengrh of its for the 
Rich or Profperous Perſon to keep himſeif 
from Pride , _ » Truſting in Riches, 


3 Honours, +; 


(66,)) | ah 
Honours , | Friends:, and from: making them 7 
Fewel for his Luſts ; And for the Aﬀfidcted © 
Perſon to keep himſelt- from Diſcontent or 


uſing -indiret Means 'to, get our of his 
Straits and Troubles; for the Tradeſman 
to i keep himſelf. from Trading Sins, for him 


that hath-great - dealings in the World, yet: 
to keep bis heart free for God , and for his 
Worſhip ; -this will be a ſign of an. upright 


- heart, as keeping : its ſelf from its own ini- 
quity..-:You have heardin. the © Explication of 
the Doctrine, what it is to keep your ſelves 
from your iniquities ; make uſe of thoſe heads 
here to try your ſelves by, Do you endeavour 
to: break off che allowed cuſtomary pradice of 
the: ſins you are moſt prone to? is thebent of 

your hearts againſt theſe, {ins chiefly, and; your 
wills ſet againſt them? can you truly ſay, you 
hate them, wacn you are foiled by, any of 
them 2 /do; you mourn: and cry-/ out under 
the ſenſe ,of them, as Paul, Rom, 7, 24, Oh 
wretched. Man that Iam ! when you have been 
overtaken:;with your ſpecialfan, can you never 
reft' ill you have recovered your ſelves by C2n-: 


feſton,; Prayer, renewed Ads. of Faith .and 


Repentance, fo thar tho' ſometimes you fall into! 
your ſpecial iniquity, yet you keep your ſelf 
from the: reigning power of it, you dare not; 
lye -n (it;;-and after. particglar foils by, your! 
Ipiquity, and your "recovery from them, - do 

you 
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: vo give thoſe e iniguitig i | youp 2 more deadly 
2F wound, ſet your ſelves againſt \xr, endeavour 
more the mortification of it, warch, and pray, 
and believe more againft i it, and 2gaifft all occa- 
fions of, and remprations to it, and'make uſe 
of all means God | hath appointed to,'keep you 
from it ? viz. all Ordinances, and Providences 
for this end ; Ordinances, the Word Read, 
Preached, Meditared, 'and Conferred on, Satra- 
ments, Faſting, Commiunion of Saints, your 
own and others Experiences, and all Provi- 
dences both of Mercy and Affition, ' to keep 
under fin, yea this fin, and keep from it in 
your hearts and lives ; ſo that after your falls 
you gain more ground apainft it, If it be 
thus with you , rho* you may too often be 
foiled by your particular corruptions, yet you 
do. keep your ſelves from your iniquities, ſo 
far at leaſt as to'approve the uprightneſs of 
your hearts before * God : But on the other fide 
if you caftomarily commit” theſe ſins, If -you 
indulge them, and allow your ſelves in the 
Ativg of them , nay if your hearts* be* not 
ſer againſt them, ſo that, tho? you leave them, 
or they leave you, yet you do not loath them, 
do not grieve when you fall into them ;_ do not 
a Faith and Repentance, Jo nor watch againſt 
them, uſe not the meansbf mortif ying them, 
but ruf'upon the occaſions of rhetn, they afe 
" beloved rejgning ſins, : 
| E 4 © WH, Ano- 


(-6E ) - 
- 1H Another Uſe 1 ſhall make of this Dodri 7 
is by way 6f Exbortation ; earneſtly to oreſ ; 
all, chat they would not reſt ſhort of ths ev1-. 
denceof Uprightneſs, the keeping themſelyey 
from thezr iniquities. & &* 
. In proſecution of which Ufe, I ſhall add both 
Motives and: Dire&tions. "TA , 
| Be exhorted all of you to. keep your ſelves 
from your iniquities, the fins which by. Calling, 
Conſtitution , Relation, outward Condition , 
or Spiritual Eftare, you are moſt prone to, and || 
may moſt properly be called your iniquities. 
You muſt erideavour to keep your ſelves from 
all fins wharſoever,as to the allow'd committing 
of thew, but eſpecially from theſe iniquities. 
And. there are two branches of this Uſe of 
Exhorration, A} SC RENANS 
1., That you would labour to find out what 
, your ſpecial iniquity is , whether a beloved 
luſt, a rezging fin, ora too much prevailing 
corruption, | #29 ; 
...,2. Thar having found it out, you would 
endeavour: to caſt it out, and keep your ſelves 
from it. 4 : ; , 4 HEY oe <S 


J.. Be,cxhorted to make a diligent ſearch-to 

find out what your proper. reigning , or. pre- 

me, loyy are, This ' bm, 2 is rjphtly 

grounded bn this Do&rine ; for if ' it be your 

duty wo keep your ſelyes from your iniquity, 
p , y [ 
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then it 1s certainly your duty to make a diligent 
fearch into your own hearts and lives, to find 
it out, for you can never actively keep your 
ſelves from it; or by faith, prayer and watch- 
fulneſs ſer againſt ir, if you do not firſt ſearch 
ic out. And here all thoſe particulars -infifted 
on under that head, in the opening the Do- 
Arine, [*Where you are to ſearch for theſe 
iniquities | are of great uſe, and preper to be 
returned upon, Look into your Conſtitutions 
Callings and all the other particulars mentioz 


there : But becauſe it is a Matter of great con 


which. 15s every mans own iniquity, -and.t 
raot of all other fins. Sins which Men 'have 


accuſtomed themſelves ro commit , are, moſt 
properly their. iniquities , yea. if not, griev ; 
For prayed , believed and watched -again RR 


they are their reigning fins: 'That fin that finds 
the door of the heart flways open to :cnter- 
 Hinit, or ready to open at the firſt knock, 


that 
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that fio,in reſpe& of which thy beart is like t 
Tinder ; no fooner can the ſpark of a tempta- 
tion, or an occaſion fall upon rhee, but thy 
heart preſently caccheth ar,. be it Pride, Paſſion, 
Luft, Intemperance, Couzeznage, love of lewd, 
loofe Companions, ſo that no ſooner doth a 
looſe Companion hold up his finger, but thou 
preſently yieldeſt, this is thy iniquity, That 
fin which thou can't deny nothing to, 
as Sampſon could deny Delilah nothing, but 
cells her all his heart, tho? ir' was to his rutne, 
Joſt him his ſtrength, bis eyes,” and at laſt 
his life, that is' thy Delilab-laſt , thar thou 
can't -not deny ; rho* it coft thee thy Eſtate, 
Name , Relations , Life , yea thy very Soul, 
Ir is true, a fincere'Soul may -be frequently 
foited 'by inward workings of 'his Corrup- 
Lions, and may'rclapſe into the ſame fin :again 
and again, and' this is his iniquity, his pre- 
vailing fin ; bur” that fin which! thou can'ſt 
geny nothing to, is more than ' a"bare prevail- 
ing fin , (thoygh\that is ill enough) itfis a 


1gning fin. © 
* 2." That is thine iniquity (a, beloved luſt in . 
the untegenerate', and a'prevailing , corruption 
In'the' regenerate) thar ingrofferh thy thoughits 
noft >. that thy' thoughts run out upon ,-and 
are moſt " buſily imptoyed about , eſpecially in 
times of retirement ., when thou art alone 
3nd baſt 'm3ſt free opportunity for thinkivg ; 
* v4 4 i 
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if theſe thoughts be allowed, indulged, delight 

| ful ones, and moſt of al} if theſe thought 
. and contrivances about accompliſhing the fin 
croud in, and be entertained by thee, when 
thou art at the Worſhip of 0's and in 
holy Durties.; ſo that fin which thou art 
thinking of , when in thy Calling , when 
alone in thy Cloſet, or in the Night-ſeaſons, - 
when thou wakeſt, that ſin which lieth down 
with thee at night, and waketh with the, when 
thou wakeſt in the night or morning ; 
that is uſually laſt in thy thoughts when thou 
goeſt to fleep, and firſt in the morning, ; and 
interrupts thee moſt, when thou art, or ſhouldft 
be converſant in Duties of Divine Worſhip ; 
that is thy iniquity , elſe thy thoughts would 
not be ſo much working about and towards it., 
If they .be - worldly thoughts that are thus thy. 
conſtant Companions, W orldlineſs 1s thy Iniqui- 
ty ; if thoughts of thy Pleaſures, Volupruouſneſs 
is thy Iniquity ; if thoughts of meering with 
Tipling, Gaming, Wanton Companions, if 
luſtful unclean Thoughts, then Intemperance 
and Luſt is thy Iniquity ; if Angry, Wrathful, 
Envious,, Malicious, Revengful Thoughts , 
then Anger, Envy, Malice, Revenge axe thy 
Iniquities : Yea, it wandring thoughts prevail. 
in Duties, theſe are thy. iniquities ; it thou 
doft indulge ſuch thoughts, allow, delightin: 
them, and roll them in wby mind with ples» 
"M Wh : lure, 


ſare, a5 thou wovldft do a ſweet mrſel under 
thy tonpu:. Sach (inz are thy beloved. 
laſts, and reigning fins, for Chriſt Hhimfelf * 
hath ſaid, Mzrcb. 16. 21, Where the treaſure 
&, thre rhe h:art will be alſo; therefore if thy 
allowed delightful choughts are running upon 
any fin, that fin is thy treafare : And though 
Giafal cho3aghts of any of che fore-mentioned 
Kinds, even b2.cthzy but diſtraFting thoughts, 
if they b: ns: aliss:d bat grieved for and 
repented of, arz nat reig1tag fas, yet if chey 
very frequently and powerfully carry thee 
dowa, they are thy prevailing attd tyran- 
mzing corruptions ; which if b:wiifd, refi- 
ted, prgyed , bilieved and watched agtinft, 
do rtot diſprove thy finceriry, yet they often 
very mack hinder the evidence of it, 'and there- 
fore mult bz chy\cantinunl grief ani burden 
and” thoa maſt efpzcially endeavour” to. keep 
thy felf, from theſe (r15 as, thine Taiquities, 
3. Fai is vety lixely ro be thy iniquity, 
waich' thy bf Friznd:,  thofe that love 
thee moſt, ani wiſh thez b-ft, do mot ref 
thee of. wira thee aguinit, ant reprove's 
thee for ; - thit thn heareſt oftenet from 
theſe abou, ſa-ztp mo1 ttt more thi ordina- 
rily iticlined to, elſe thy Friends * would not 
ſo. ofteti rrouble thee about them, And chef 
Friends are of tw> forts, Friends withour chee' 
ind Friends wirkid thee. 
| Re, 94 1. That 
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(1.) That fin which thy beſt friends. wuh- 
out thee, do mcſt frequently tell thee, and 
warn thee of, ſuch as faithful Miniſters, efp 
cially thy own Paſtors, Godly, faithful Chrj- 
ſtian Friends, Godly Relations, as Yoke-fel- 
low, Parents, Maſters, any Superiours, yea 
or . Equals, what ſuch notice in thee, af | do 
frequently admon:ſh thee of, theu may'ſt con 
clude that is thy iniquity, a fin thou art mych 
inclined to: For Love covers a multitude of 
fins ; in this ſenſe, thou ſheuld'ſi ſay to thy 
ſelf ; ſurely this is my iniquiy, ele theſe my 
Friends who I gm ſatizfhed love me, apd wiſh 
me well, wculd not ſo notice it, and reprove 
me for it. 

(2.) Thou haſt a Friend in thy Boſom, 
Conſcience, this is either the beſt Friend nexr 
to God and Chrift, or if tkoy deſpiſe}, af- 
fronreſt and provokeft it, the waiſt Enemy 
thou canſt bave in all the World, Would'ft 
thou then, find out thy iniquity, hearken to the: 
Yoice of Conſcience, that is like to be thy 
iniquity, which chy Conſcience moſt charge 
upon. thee, and, meſt ſharply checks thee tony 
being rightly informed by the Word, of - the 
fipfulnel of .that which. 1 accuſeih thee of ; 
and alſo givivg a tre teſtimony-a8 to matter 
of faft, and thy beivg gwlty of committing 
ſuch a fin, * | 
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This I add, becauſe if Conſcience be erro-. 
neous and mifinformed, or a ſcrupulous Cone ; | ( 
ſcience, that charges that.to be a fin which * 
is not, or if it give a falſe teſtimony as to 
matter of fact, as in the caſe of doubting, 
deſporniding Souls, or thoſe under clouds of Me- . g 
Jancholy, Conſcience may often accuſe. them | | { 
falfly, and its Judgment then cannot ſafely be | ; 
| depended on : Butif it be rightly informed as | , 
to the thing being a ſin, and true 1n its teſti- | , 
mony -that thou art greatly guilty of it, and | || 
that it 1s thy ſpecial iniquity, it is what thou Þ 5 
ſhouldſt take great notice of ; And eſpecially | 
Conſcience 1s to be attended to in its accuſa- | 
tions of thee, as to what is more peculiarly thy | | y 
iniquity, at ſome ſpecial ſeaſons z ſuch as |, 
theſe, Et. t 
| (1.). Thar is thy iniquity, at leaſt too pre- | , 
valent in thee, which Conſcience rigttly and | 
truly moſt accuſeth thee of,and checks thee for, | 6 
when thou farteſt under the Miniſtry of the | 
Word; which Conſcience points thee to, when | p 
fin in general is ſpoken againſt ; when it turns || 1; 
the edge of reproots, precepts, threatnings: | ;+ 
apainſt thy particular'fins, and faith, how are | 
the man that theſe reproofs and threataings be- | c 
Jeng to, tho' the Miniftcr thought not of thee, | 
nor knew any ſpecial concern thou had in | + 
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'J (2.) Thatis like tobe thy ſpecial fin which 
+4 Conſcierice rruly charges thee with in the day 
J of adverfiry, when under ſome great :MiRtion, 
n thy Body, Name, Eſtate, Liberty, Relations, 
when on a fick Bed, or in ſome eminent dan- 
ger, obſerve the Voice of Conſcience ar ſuch 
ſeaſons'; when it faith, this affliction, loſs, croſs, 
is for ſuch a fin, for thy ſinning againſt, or 
with, or not improving of ſuch a Mercy ; that 
which at ſuch a time moſt ſtartles, and iftrighrs 
thy Soul, comes firſt, or fixes moſt upon thy 
| Thoughts, that is like ro be thy ſpecial fin, 
{| which thou ſhould't be more. deeply humbled 
| for, and by Faith in Chriſt, Prayer, and . 
Watchfalneſs keep thy ſelf from ; fo in-time 
| of Sickneſs, that which is moſt ſer home upon _ 
thee by Conſcience,and thou haſt moſt thoughes 
of reforming, and takeft up purpoſes and re- 
ſolutions moſt againſt ir,thar looks very like the 
fin thou haft been peculiarly defiled by ; for tho? 
Conſcience” may be lulled afleep in time of 
Proſperity, Eaſe and Health, yet uſually in 
times of AMfiQtion, it will ſpeak out, and if. 
it do, it is to be heedrully attended ro, _ © 

(3.) Thar is like ro be thy iniquity, which. 
Conſcience'charges thee with, when either thou 
apprehendeft thy ſelf near to Death, or when 
at any time thou art moſt | ſerious in the 
Lies op of Death and Judgmenr, either par 
ticular at Death,” or general at the Reſurreftions 
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Hi (76) 
That fin,- which the thoughts of mgkes thee : 
moſt unwilling to dye, and afraid toloaok Death- 
in the Face, and make the thopghts of the Þ 
day of Judgment moſt dreadful; ſo that thou. 
trembleſt ro think of appearing ac the Tribunal 
and Judgment-Scar of God, when Conſcience 
fays, how canſt thou think of Dying, and of 
appearing before the Judgment-Seart 0 Chrift, 
whilft chou continueft in, or art fo frequently | 
foiled by ſuch or ſuch a fin ; thoſe fans are, if 
not beloved Luſts, yet at leaft Tyrannizing 
Corruptions in thee, | 
(4) Another ſeaſon wherein thou ſhould'ſt. 
peculiarly attend to the Voice of Conſcience, 
in order to finding out what is thine iniquity; 
1s When thou ſerreſt upon the duty of Self-. 
examinarion, Prayer, or receiving the Sacra« 
ment of the Lords Supper, That fin, which 
Conſcience upbraids thee with,ſo that thou doſt 
orart ready to queſtion the truth of theWark of 
Grace on thy Heart, which blots and blurs thy 
Evidences of Grace, ſo that thou canſt nar 
read them, and hinders thy boldnefs at the 
Throne of Grace, or is ready to prove an Ob. 
&Ctien agairſt thy coming to the Table of the{ 
Lord 3 furely that is thy :n1quity, if not a be: 
loved Luſt, yer a prevailing corruption, which 
hou art tco eaſily and too often foiled by. 
When thou fetteſi thy ſelf to the duty of Ex- 
aggination before & Sacrament z or an apy acher 
ws, OCCAlons 
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3 aecakion, 

1 caſts 24 ablock in thy way, 25 a flaw in thy; 
U | evidences, fo thar when thou kodek ſometbing: 
'J in.thee that. gives thee forme. bopes, that theue- 


| hae, Luſt, fa muck. DeadneG and Formaling: 


what 1s > which Cavſiengh- 


is a Wok of Grace in-thy Heart, they (ops: 
ſcievceflicsin-thy- Bice, and Gith, how can't. 
thou judgethou baſk wye Grece, when there is. 
Ril-o much, Pride, Hypoceige, Paſhon, Worlds: 


iv. Duties, a0d thoy-art ſo often foiled by fame, 
- theſc Corraptiens? So when thay geelt ta 
izpon the Dury of Prayer, What fin bat. 
ergy hinders * boldneſs at the Theane of: 
Grace, concerning which Conſcience 1s ready to 
fay to. ther, bow can'lk thay go to God gathy 
Father, when thoy expreſ{efk ſugh an Unehild- - 
ke carriage towards Ged ? fo. that fin which - 
makes thee afraid: £0, $0 ra the Yagrameet, and. 
Canſcience ends in thy way - and hew 
dares thau approach to God in that- high Or- 
Gnagce, while 1hou att fa oken failed ach 
or fuch a corruption, that is thine iwiquity,) 
which at leaſt too, much prevails over thee, ib 
Canſeience do truly charge thee with: vw; In 
deed Conſticnce may ge we for in: {ek s 
cbarge, ebpecally 1 in a weak, doubting; wing 
ted: Soul, when is argues the tojal wan of a 
Work of Saving Gaace;; beceuſe the: $eub it 
frequently avexta ken; by-thdſe. coruptiony;! and 
charges theſe ſins = the Soul as KC 


—y 


reigning fins, and the Soul ought not to cen- 
clude it ſelf deſtitute of Saving Grace, yer-you. 
may and ought to hearken to'the Voice of 
Conſcience charging you with them, and way 
conclude that ſuch fias are your ſpecial fins, 
' Which you are moſt in danger of being defiled 
by, and therefore it is your duty to uſe the 
greateſt care and diligence to keep your ſelves 
trom them, 


IV. That is very probably thy iniquity, as 
which thy beſt friends moſt tell thee of, fo 
which thy worſt Enemies do moſt upbraid 
thee with, and do moſt frequently and bitterly 
charge upon thee, provided the charge be true 
8s to matter of fat; for otherwiſe the Devil 
and Wicked Men do oft charge the people of. 
God with predominant Hypocrifie, and many 
other fins, 'concernivg which through the 
Grace of God they can ſay, as Pſal. 35: ry 


o 
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They lay to my charge, things that I knew not. | 


bur-if the charge be true as to matter of fact, 
that thou art really, and eſpecially, if ..thou be; 
frequently guilty of the fin, that: thy Enemies 
acculc thee of, and do often caſt in thy oy, 

tho”. 


which are really in it but tyrannizing corrups | 
tions z but tho? if they be bewailed, prayed, J 
believed, watched and ftriven againſt, and- J 
when committed, repented of, they are not 


z the? it may. not 
J iniquity, 


Mo 9. Fong. -* Oo 


lO 
be a reigniog ftp, yet it &.chy 


(1) That'fin which the Devil that great 


Enemy and Actuſer of the Brethren doth fruly 


charge thee'with” in the hour of temptation z 
Upon account of which he would prove thee 
tro bean Aypocrite,” and cauſe thee to call in 
queſtion thy Intereſt in Chrift, and whethet 


there be any true work of Grace in thy Heart, 


that is like to prove thy. iniquity, with reference 
to which he is ready to ſay te thee, can'ſt thou 


' be a Child of God; or: doſt thou hope to be 


ſaved, and yet ſich fins' fo oft prevail over 
thee, ſuppoſe Pride, Paſhon, inward workings 
of Luft, and frequent out-breakings of World- 
ly or Fleſbly Luſts ; fuch 'coldneſs, deadneſs, 
and diſtra&tions'in duty;now tho? if theſe be thy 
burden, - and\ thou would'ſt be rid of them, 
vrayeſt; believeſt, and ſincerely ſtriveſt againſf 
them, his' charge againſt rhee, chat” thou art * 
in Hypocrite, and that theſe are rezghing fins 
in thee, be falſe, yer that which he tnakes the 
ground of this his charge, viz. thy being. fre- 


| quently overcome: by ſuch corruptions, being 


trace, thou'may, yea thou ſhould'ſt look upon 
that fin, as thy iniquity; and fhould'ſt'be hum- 
bled for if,;' and continue, yea increaſe thy 
Watchfulneſe; Prayer, and. Faith, againſt it; 
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ics of God's People, and. | 
of thee, if thou be truly Godly, I ſay, 7 t; 
n_ which they truly accuſe thee of, as free | 7 
k 
Ci 
212 re 
Paj onate, 4 . | i'd 
carriage, as well as others? Naw if this be. a 
truly charged on thee, tho* they may not be: | þ 
belgved Luſts, yet they are tby. iniquities; | 1, 
Obſerve therefore what Enemies, Satan ang | ;, 
Wicked Men tryly lay to your charge, for tho! | ,, 
Enemies be bad and incompetent Judges, yet | ,, 
they may prove right Informers, for an Enes | ,, 
my may diſcover that which a Friend, through | 1; 
grtiality, unya 7 
fond loye may nardiſcayer, what thy Enemy | 5; 
charges thee with ; therefore, thou þaſt caulg | + 
to Ralped i« thy iniquity ; and if. the charge | 
be falſe, yet thow ſhould'it make uſe of it tg F 
make thee watchful, I 
V. A fifth Sign of thar which is. thy. inp | 
quity, yea a beloved Luſt, is a deliberate uny | 4 
willingneſs to have it diſcovered, reproved ans &h 
ſpoken againſt: When thou art fixedly. angry | 
at thoſe that tell thee plainly, of 3r, and, repxope | g/ 
thee for it ; that Is thy iniquity, which thoy | 4, 
would'ſt have ſpared and dealt gently with; | ,, 
cons 
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| <ifcerning which,” ehob would(t if thou conldt- 
7 and. .durft, charge / Miniffers, and others; as. 
1 Divid did cont ning Abſalirh; 22mm: 19. my 
Deal jemly 99h che youny man; even Abfſa- 


; | cat” hear or 
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lomy (b dal'pendy with fuchi a fin, / Thoa! | 

Fo ens (ins':ſpoken againſt and 
reproved, and\like-ir welb enoogh;: as the Co- 
verous Man can'pteaſcdly: ' enough hear : Pride 
ar@ Prodigatity' ſpoken againſty; atid the Proudy 
Prodigal, Latwmriob Was hiked, well enough:.eo- 
teat'Covetoiſdefi branded,' buti when thy Di-. 
lilab,' thy Herodige is reproved, rhou' art ina” 
rage, rhow/ frerreſt) and \ſtaritieft 1/25 \ferod 


| cond hear Fobn Biprift gladly ; but when: he' 


towechecly his bo burp then'ns: preſently: clapr- 
__ mv! _ and” Heroatias '' will _ 
Fol Baprifs Head ina Charger: becauſe 
had caſt 4 {is iv” her diflvs Sp when” Chrift 
citac eo-reptove rhe" Phiniſces: Hypoerificz: Selfs 
ri zhedonfnefs, &-c\ there” ehey: - bimz//thai?; 
could' welÞ:@monght twat! him: confuln ug 
the' Sxckdnceer; and” liked what: herfand: tit: 
eamb'ro towels rhelr Dianay \cheir Coverbuſneſs;y 
thbir Hypoeritioatneſs, pl Pharifaical Right 
revuſneſs's' this) way an Evidence, theſe: were 
their 'belovad *Eufti; rhe ifpe fins >: 58 
When S:repbiFin dk edccllents defence of wins 
felf«before rhe Strides. Pharcikesp and! _ 
ea876' ro charpe their articularifin 'vpb 3 
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the Holy Ghoſt, .andchargeth them with beings: 
the Bzrrayers and Murderers'of Chriſt, which 


were their - greateſt and moſt ireigning f1ns;51 
then! it is ſaid, - they; ere cut tothe! heart, ona: 
gnaſhed on him' with their teeth they could; 
hear him a great while patiently, - but when: 
| he came to touch: their . Copy-hold, - then they; 
with & bruitiſh: fiity' run upon; him, and cry;3 
away with himg ftone bim': It was a fign” in 
all the forementioned,' caſes, that /:the f1ns that] 
they could not,' bear.” to 'haye.-reproyed , | on, 
roughly dealt with, 'were their iniquities, qven: 
beloved -Luſts ; Only. 1..add, :that I may net; 
condemn” the: Generation of...the Righteous, 
That this unwillingneſs : to be :reproved, : and! 
and -anger at Reptovers , ' which proves-the' 
fin thou art-reproted:for, | to.; be; thy beloved 
fit, 2 1g a deliberate;; allowed, and- fixed -dif- 
pleaſure againſt; reprovers:/and.*reproof ; for It; 
muſt/be. granted that-even a, good Man, whoſe 
Heart is upright inthe - main, may- upon! ſur+ 
_ prize, inthe (height, of Tempration, and-rin 
the Heat of. Paſſien,' when reproved on & flak 
den, juſt.upon the commiſſion-Jof-'a fin, beans 
gry at reproof, and him that;gives if, as it with 
with 4/2, : 2 Chras,' 16, 10.iyer it is ſaidj 
x Kin.15, 14. That hs heart was perfeft with 
the Lord-all. -bis days. But when the {incers 
Believer recovers” himſelf, he,ccan; with Pe 
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| wid, bleſs God, for any means ; tho” moſt 


ſharp reproof, "that keeps. him from fin, or 
recovers him after falls into fin, 1 Sam, 25, 
32, .32- Plal. 141. 5, but if thou haſt a 
fixed , abiding difpleaſure againſt Reprovers, 
it. .is.& ſign of an unſound heart; and if 
therg be. any fin that thou doſt-not care to 
have .reproved, and art angry, though but in 
preſent paſſion at the Reprover, it is a ſign 
that fin hath too great an bank upon 
thee, 


VI. Another Siew, by which a Perſon may 
know which is his; peculiaz iniquity, yea belo- 
ved luſt, is this 3 That is thy Mafter-fin, thy 
reigning corruption that makes all other fins 
ſtoop and lacquay to ir, and - ſubſerve as means 
to teed and maintain it. As. Waters run and 
empty themſelves into the Sex , fo de other 
{ins into this thy iniquity, ,. Thus the Co- 
vetous Man is guilty of many other. ling, 
he pincheth as to laying our any thing” to 
pious or charitable uſes, yea as to COnve= 
niences. as to himſelf or his Relations, he buries - 
himſelf in worldly buſineſs, neglecting pub. 
lick, family, ſecret ;duties, his own Soul, | 
the Souls under his charge ; he off "over- 
reacheth thoſe he deals with be opprefierch 
the . poor and' the like ; all ths is t@ 7 
ſatizfe his luſt of coreroulacs , and 1.0 2 

4 


< % » '» 
of Money this is 4 Wy Covetouſiteſs is 
His"! gn we) Ht ; el 
Lehedtions Petfori ; be iy he" | =_ oe 
mnmy other fins” "of - profane negleRting of 
Holy Duties z wiffpendii gry end _ 
-.. tonfitving His Body 3 A ge —_— i, 
5. yuilty o Cuverotfniel , vin 2 Op: 
| NR, Terancy of others, bur all is" 
' _. Retbif Voluptouſack ; So the Proud and 
IF ArtiGirithes Maw”, may be _ of Tis 
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beſ Preneh ir wh MA FA prin 
m Religion ; on all IN ford and maintain 
Pride of Life; Pride ib "Apparel ' of way 
wn and to grarifie his Ambition , and 

b at in the World ; That 
Fn Which | a the prevter Piſh devours 
the' teffer, , ' thou” mayft. Gonclude is ' thy 


hy teigntng fin,” fo far as thou 
Mok by t ty Teff in it, ; LA s 


yi "" at is Gertifh thy. iniquity , you 
ty repning* tn , which wi By all thy] 
re Sins , , but "alfo aff tby Duties are made 
—_ to, ;* and all har Religion chou' 
pes oteſſelt and feetneſt td hive, be ir Hitthe" 
I þ ro a Stal King. hoe ts, /and” 


© ker ot” Kirro 0 er to the Serif. 
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 fation of, - This ie was {it the | cls! of 


Febu , bis Maſter-fin was. Ambition and 
Carnal Policy; his great defign' was ſcrriing 
himflf ia the Kingdom $ and he made. not 
only his (ins in keeping up the Calves at 
Dan and Bethel ſublervient to this, but 
alſo his Zzal in executing the Judgments 
God had 'rhreatned apainſt | the » Hauſe of 
Abab, and- had cxmmanded him to 'exscute, 
2 King s 9; 7,and his Zxal ih putting dowh 
the Worlhip of Baal, and pulling ,down 
the Houſe, and ſlaywg the Priefts of Baz); 
all this was ro ſerve his Ambition and Car» 
nal Policy ; [for the would go no further. in 
Reformation , than would , as he thotighe 
conſiſt with tis worldly intereſt; and 1 there- 
fore he Rillkept up che Worſhip . of "The 
Calves. Thus 'alfo ic wes with the! Scribes 
and Phariſees"; . their | reigning fins were 
Pride , Aenbiriou , Vain Glory , Coverouſ(- 
refs and Hypocrifie , and they made: all 
ther Religion to ſerve and lacquay | to:theſe 
Lafts of theirs; they PFaſted,, ' gave Ahn, 
Prayed, but ic was to be ſcengot: Men; 
they made long Prayers .ts cover * and gra- 
tife their Coveroufneſs , that they might 
devour Widows Houſes, Thus Polititians 
in” Redigioh, all their Religion is cur / our,” 
afid ſquared by Carval Polity 3 their very 
aohiocrvs is a carnally Polirick one, guided: 


by 


by Rules of Policy, not Piety : . If there-| 
fore thou makeſt chy Religion a. Cloak and 
Cover for any (ins, for Covetoulne(s, Deceir, 
Injuftice, or any other, tho? . but ſecret fans, 
a fias are thy iniquities, thy reigning 
10S, : 1 


 VIIT, That is thy iniquicy, thy reigning: 
{jn, that proves too hard for. all means of 
 Mortification , for all Ordinances, Provie 
dences, Councils, Admonitions , Exhortations 
and Intreaties of Friends and Relations : 
| yea for all Reſolutions, Purpoſes, Promiſes ; 
Fhis is thy iniquity ; between thy heart and 


| . which, there is ſach a League that thou 


wile by no means part with it, but wilt. 
keep it., and pratite it, whatever it coſts 
* thee + that way which thou thus chooſeſt 
is .thy own way, JI/a, 66, 3. They have 
choſen their own 'waysz their Soul delights. 
in their Abominations, | grant, there may 
be ſuch ſins, even in the regenerate upright 
Min, as may be fo far too hard for all 
Ocdinances and - Providences , Admonitions.,' 
Purpoſes, Promiſes, - as that they. may be 
frequently foiled. by, them, as raſh Anger, 
unruly Paſſions, the inward flirrings of 
Corruption , and yet not be-reigning. fins, 
fſo:-long as the. Soul doth not chooſe- them, 
bur-the bent of the heart is againſt them, 

_ he 


1 CH) 

he \imourns for them, prays 'and beheves, and' 
ſtrives againſt 'them : But now if there be 
any fin chat - chou- alloweſt' thy ſelf in, 
notwithſtanding all Commands, Promiſes, 
Threatnings -thou! meeteſt with in the Writ- 
ten. and Preached Word , and narwithftan- 


ding. thou hegreſt.. it often Reproved ; by . - 


Miniſters, Parerits., other - Superiours , or 
Chriſhan Friends ;- that fin. ; whether - of 
Omifftion or--Commiſſion, is thy ' iniquity, a 
reigning fin; and that fin _ which bath been 
too 'hard' for all Providences, for all the 
Mercies which;-God hath beſtowed - upon 
thee, and bave-:an  Heart-melting ,- and Pu- 
rifying, and Sin-killing tendency ; and too 
hard:.for all Aflitions | outward- or inward, 
thou haſt been exerciſed with, and-for- all 
the Judgments-of God , thou haft- ſeen upon 
others, or felt-the ſmart of-- upon thy ſelf, in 
thy body by Sickneſs or Painful Diſtempers, in 
thy Name, or Eſtate, or Family: :; and tho” thou 
haſt had Convictions,Gripesand Checks of Con» 
ſcience , Fears and Terrours, and thereupon 
baſt raken up : Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and 
"made Promiſes of. Reformation, of breaking 
off. ſuch -Sihs, i or Tettiog upon ſuch Daries, 
asi thou'.. haſt ' felt the ſmart of the Com- 
miſhon or 'Qmiftion of, 'That fin which no 
antreaties - of 'the nearcſt rendereſt Relations 
-Will.- preyail on; thee, to forſake or be wi 
mid ing 


ling ro part| with; that is-thy iniquity s that 
fin which thog- wilt 'venrure xhd'46f3} of all; } 


even the dearcſt and moſt precions Things, = 


yea thy Soul and Favour of God , 
the loſs of Heaven, and wilt veriture” up6iy | 
che torments of Hell, rather than forfake'it 5 
So that cho" ir waſte thy 'Eftate , blaſt thy 
Credit, undo thy” Fanilly ; weaken and 
fume thy Body, yea; damir thy Soul ; yer 
thou wilt not” Kave it, ' Tix is thy rei 
Ing iniquity, be'ir Laciviouſneſs, or Drunken? 
neſs, 6r bur ſpending time wink looſe, tiplind/ 
gaming or Waiiton Companions; + 5 2501 


thy Body and all the Corpforts' of ith 
Life., 


. 


IX. That is thy inquiry; O Soul; which 
thou wile not- part wit, upon arty "ce 
mot Advantagiots, Hononrable Tertris, arid 
Offers that God makes ro "tlice in the GP 
-pel - Thar ſm which breaks the” niatch bei 
ever thy Soul and Chriff' even. when" it 
ſeems to be | near” riileing up; ad thew Hef 
forge inclinations 'to conſent t&- this: bleſſed 
mack; that fin which thou 'wikt not part 
with, no not for  Chrift the Saviour; | The? 
Gvd' offer thee' in the Goſpel,.” Pardowy! avid 
Peace, Grace and Glory, Chriſt and'alf bi 
Beneftrs, and Chriſt offers Wenelf, and" zhon 
may'ſ have hitw and! all: his Riches,” if-rHoa 
-wilt but come'to/ Chriſt, . and t&” God thrduph 
_ | _ him, 


F biw; and be w 
| come off of thy.,onn Rightcouſnek, and yer 
{ thou wilt not leave thy fins, thy Tipling, 
| Logſe, Wenten;| Gaming, p | 
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illing to leave thy fins, and 


roſane Compa- 
nons, thy ficthly Luſts, or thy wW erdly- 
Mindednefs , 'thy: unjuſt deceitful ways of 
Gain, -or thy reſtiwg in thy own RighteouE 
neſs; or-any thing: ſhort of Chriſt : Theſe are 
certainly thy beloyed Luſts: And that fin, 
Q. Soul, which breaks the Match berween 
Theeand Chriſt, that is thy fin with a Wit= 
neſs: ' When thou haſt ſome inclinations to 
etbrace Chrift,.- and. art willing to forſake 


many. fins, but there is ſome fin. or fins that 


thou. .canſt- not bring thy Heart to be willing 
ta/part-wich, but art ready to fay of it as Lot 
of Zioar, Gee.19.20. or 8s Nagrman of his bow. 
wg inthe Houſe of Rimmon, 2 Kings 5. 18, 


| there: is: ſorge; {ecret-fip thou woul&ſt have ſpa- 


red,\ ſome pleaſing, profitable corruption, fome 
cloſe way of Luft,” Deceit, &c.: ſo that if thou 
cawldft bave Chrift: and thy. Sin. too, thou 
wopld't have him, bat not elſe; thus Fadas's 
Covetouſnefs;cauked kim to felt Chriſt his Lord 
and "Maſter ;: the Young Mans love cf the 
World: Gayſed hum to :go away from Chrift 
rxowfhl.,  Herad did; fexeral things, bur 
wauld- not pat: with: bigs Aerodiar. TFheſe 
ers: their iniquities; EDS 12 


X. Laſtly; 
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- X. Laftly, Thar is thy-iniquity, if no 


ing corruption; which 'moſt 'frequentiy''and 
impetuouiſly ſets upori thee, before, 'in,/ and: 
after thy converling with G254's Ordinances, 
and Holy Daries, either to keep thee fron 
them, or indiſpole thee for them, or croud in 
upon thee, and interrupt thy communion' with' 


the benefit of them z it ſpeaks that thy Heart 
and that S:n, are too well acquainted,” thar it 


dares be fo bald and impudent as ordinarily to 
ly in the preſence of God in Holy Duties, ' 'Sa- 


Laxfes in thy. Hearc, as are: pleaſing and are 
likely. to fiad moſt eaſi2 acceſs, and beſte enter 
tainment, as poſſibly, Warldly and: Vain 
Thoughts b-fore and in Daties, Drowfinefs; 
Sleepineſs, Dzadnefs and Dalneſs of Heart and: 
Aﬀections : I fay, the” fins "that moſt psſter 


' ordinFy or extraordinary Duties : And fo the 
fias that ſer on thee after Duties, afrer the 
Word Read or Heard,after Prayer and Receiv. 
ng the Lards Supper; and after Sabbaths, be-it 
Pride, Security,laying dowa' the Soul's Watch; 
waraly Paiinz, Wocldlinefs, &, theſe are thy 

1niquitiesg 


3 


God in them, or after Duties to rob -thee of | 


finds too kind entertainment with thee, chat it | 
ſet.upon thee; when thou art more immediate- 


tan will be ſure at ſuch ſeafons'to ſtir up "ſuch: - 


thee on Lords days, or other'' times of eitier-- 
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certainly thy-.reigning lin, yet- chy too prevail- | 


. iniq ities; which thou muſt keep thy elf 


TJ from; beware of the Devil, and the fin: of 


IJ thy own Heart on AMeindey Mornings, and aſ- 
F ter Hearing, Praying, Faſting, and Sacra- 
| ments. 

And thus I have finiſhed this Branch of 
Exhortation, to find out what your ſpecial 
reigning fins or moſt prevailing corruptions 
are, and have largely laid down ſigns and 
marks, whereby you may* know which are 
they : Yet before I leave it, I ſhall endea- 
vour to anſwer one Queſtion or Caſe of Con- 
ſcience, and therein ſhew the difference be+ 
tween a beloved Luft, a reigning Sin in. an 
Unregenerate Man, and a tyrannizing prevail- 
ing Corruption in a Godly Perſon ; for ſome 
| doubting Chriſtian may ſay, I 8m afraid ſuch 
and ſuch fins, that I am ſo ofren maſtered by, 
fuch az Paſhons, inward workings of corrup- 
tions, &c, are reigning (ins -1n me, - and inCon= 
fiſtent with Uprightneſs of Heart 5 now bow. 
ſhall I know, whether they be ſo or no ? Now 
for anſwer to this doubr, -tho' much has been 
ſpoken under the Heads: already 1aid: down, 
yer I ſhall add ſomewhat further, though but 
briefly, 


I. One difference between a beloved Luft 
or reigning Sin, that is incenfiſtent with, Up» 
rightneſs, and prevailing Corwptions: that.'yet 

| pi -| Are 


WES 


are confiſient with Uprightneb, is this. Thi ' ; 


is a beloved Luſt, 's rezgning Sin, which 1 
indulged, and that the Saul makes Proview! 


for, that a Nan caters for, . and caſts about | ; 
how to provide that which may feed and mains; | 
tain-ir, Rom, 33, 14. Make na prowſror for © 


the faſp to fulfil the Lufts tbexcof, ta gratite- 
and taishe ics Appetite, ta; pamper the Fleſh, 
It'is a beloved Friend than your make fpecial 
_—_— for, and caſt about how you may: 

entertain } Therefore if you fet your: 


Thoughts on work' ta find out a commadi- | 


cus way to commit fuch a fin, to mece with 
looſe, ripling Companions, or run upon the 
eccafions of fin (what you have found ta 
be ſo). and into that company Which you have 
. found --drawing you into fin; it is a Ggathat 
33 a beloved Luſt ; When ſin dach nat fo much 
overtake thee, a» thou followeft hard after] 
and overtakeſt fin; even I:fler ſins ic this cafe 
may be reigning fins : If thou ſetreft thy felf 
to Slcep at Divine Worſhip, or thou! web 


comeſt and kindly entertaineft V ain, Worlds 


ly,Proud, Luftful, or any other finfut Fha 


eſpecially i in the time -of duty; theſe are reigns = 


ing fins. Burt on the other hand, tha? Gat 
Thoughts break in upon thee, or thou doſt 
©£ormmit fome ourward: acts of fin; if (as Gal. 
£1.) thou be ovenaken with, a fault, but | 
Set not make proviſion for the. Fleſb, but 

deavourel 


C935) 


ES cure to. cut off all proviſions from its 


| flieſt from all, occaſions of ir,. uſeſt all means 


Þ to cut Sin and the Eicdh ſhorr, ang keep them 


F under, if Drowſinebs in Holy Duties ſeize on 


thee, and thou. endeaveureſt to ſhake it off : 


| Vain WarCring Thoughts in Worſhip, © 


any ſinful Thoughts ar other times pals 
break in , and thou endeavoureſt ro expel 
them 3 in this caſe they are not beloved fins, 


nor reigning corruptionsz tho' they are ſuch 


prevailing cormuptions, as are very. much thy 
ſpecial fins, which it is thy duty to be bum- 
bled for, and by Faith, Prayer, Watchful- 
neſs, and moſt vigorous c endeavours to keep thy 
ſelf from, 
\ 

Il; Another diflerence between a teloved 
Luſt, a reigning Sin in the Uoregenerate and 
Iofincere, and a tyrannzing Corruption in the 


Regenerare and Upright is this, Thar is a 


reigning fin in any, which is ſuffered to have 
quiet 2nd peaceable poſſcfſion if the Hearr, 


thar a perſon is unwilling to have: Siſquiered, B 
or himſelf diſturbed in the committing -of.;/ the- 


ſin which is not refiſted, that thou doſt- nor 
Believe, Pray and W atch againſt 5 and when 
thou haſt fallen into ir, doſt . not endeavcur 
ſpeedily . to recover thy ſelf out of, by a&ts of 


Faith and Repentance, and by earnglr Prayer, 


Endezyours, and Warchſulneſs againſt it for 
G the 


g-_ 
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| thetime to come. A- cleah beaſt may fall in. 


- to the Mire, but gets out of it again as ſoon 
as ever it-canz it is a Swine that lies, and 


loves to wallow in the Mire : And thou art J 
no better than a filthy Swine, if thou loveſt 
to wallow in the Mire of thy Luſfts, and nor 
vet out of it:\ But now that 1s not a reigning 
{in in thee, tho! it do roo oft prevail over thee, 
' which thou grieveſt for, mourneſt under, and 
wilt not ſuffer to be quiet in thy Sou), bur 
refolveſt it ſhall not ever have a quiet day , 
no nor hour in thee: If thou refiſteſt it by the 
Weapons of rhy Spiritual Warfare, Prayeſt, 
and improveſt Chriſt againſt it, and when thou 
arr overtaken with ir, art not at reſt, till thou 
reneweſt thy Faith and Repentance, and look. 
eſt up to Chriſt for ſlrength againſt, as well 
as the Pardon of it: If it be thus with thee, 
thy iniquity is not a reigning fin, for he is a 
cleanly perſon, who tho? he fall into the Dirt, 
cannot reſt till he get out of it, and be cleanſed 
again. 


HI. That is a beloved Luſt, that thou art 
: unwilling to have diſcovered ; art deliberately. 
angry ar any. perſon or thing thar ſtands in 
thy way, or would hinder tliee from com- 
rmitting of it, art angry at-the Word, when 
that meets with thy Sin, But on the other. 
band, if thou art glad to have thy fin diſco- 

vered 


- "IS 


7 vered and reproved,, and. when the Word.  - ' 


comes cloſeſt to it, can'lt fay as Pſal, 14.1, 5 
it is a kindneſs, and as an- excelent .oil, in 
my eſtimation; can'ſt bleſs God: fog;any thing 
that hinders thee from commitrirlg it, as Da- 
wid, 1 Sam, 25. 32, 33», David bleſſed 
God, yea Abigail as an inſtrument for pres 
venting his ſhedding of Blood.. If thou can'lf 
bleſs God for AMiction, when it, keeps: thee 
from fin, as Davidagain, Pſ. 119. 67,71,75« 


o 


then it 15 no reigning in, 


IE A ſecond Branch of the Exhortation 
bottomed on this DoQtrine is, That having 
firſt found out which is your ſpecial iniquity 
(which 1 have largely infifted on, and is the 
firſt ſtep to keeping) your ſelves from your 
iniquity) then endeavour to caſt it out of your: 
Hearts and Lives, You muſt indeed endea- 
vour to keep your ſelves from every fin, fo 
as not to allow your ſelves in any : But you 
muſt above all keep your ſelves from, Believe, 
Pray and Watch againſt thoſe: fins, that you 
find. your Hearts moſt ftrongly inclined to; 
and -you are moſt frequently overcome by, 
All.” therefore thar I ſhall. further , do;,,, ſhall 
be to lay down ſome Motives to ſtir you 
up to, and ſome. directions to. help and guide: - 
you in., the. performance af -+this. duty, of” 

| ; G27; . keeping 


keeping your ſelves from-your Iniquity;: Mo. ÞJ 
tives, . ; N £ ; 

1, Conſider, This thy iniquity, if it be a JF 
reigning fin,” it is at preſent, and (rill thou F 
be convinced of rheevilof it, and. made wil- 
ling ro.-part with it, to have it Killed: and 
Crucified) is hike to be, the great bar and 
hindrance'of thy ſound Converſion z this is the 
ſtumbling-block of your iniquity, that which 
| breaks the match between - your Souls and 
Chriſt, and will hinder your profiting by the 
Word, Prayer, or any other Duty and Ordi- 
nance. If there be in thee any darling Delil/ab- 
Luft, that thou layeſt in thy Boſom, it will 
hinder thee from cloſing with Chriſt till God 
break the League berween thee and it : And 
when ever the Spirit of God works upon the 
Heart of a Sinner, in order to ſound Con- 
verſion, he ſets home this ſm upon the Con- 
ſcience, and that to purpoſe, and lets the Soul 
ſee the peculiar odious nature of it s God lays 
Gall and Wormwood on this pleafing breaſt, 
to wean the Heart from ever tampering wuh 
it allowedly ' and deliberately more, and when 
once the Heart is brought to be willing to 
part with this fin, and to have it Crucified, 
it will be an Evidence, that a good work is 
begun, yea in ſome good degree carried on 
in the Soul : But fo long as any beloved Luſt 
reigns in thee, thou art far from Converſion, 


$a 


and conſequently from Salvation; for this is © 
the Arch-Rebel againſt Chriſt,” which wyſt be ; 
brought down and: ſlain before the*face of 
Eat if ever thou be conyerted' here, or 
ſaved hereafter. vra 


IL. Oh keep your ſelves from your iniquity, 
for conſider, if ir be a reigning fin, this ini- 
uity 'of all others will be a Worm ar the 
oot of your Profeſſion, of all” your Gifts, 
Duties, and Performances, and * Eat out the 
Heart of them, will hinder you from, all cru- 
ly  Sandtifying and Saving Profit by them ; 
tho* you by means of your Knowledge and 
profeffed Experience,” and outwardly blame- 
leſs Converſation, be duly admitted to Or. 
dinances on the Miniſters part, yet it will 
hinder you from all Real, Spiritual Com- 
munion with God in them, and true Scrip- 
rural Comfort from them, 
Know it, whatever Profeſſion of Religion 
you- make, tho' never ſo high, whatever 
Gifts you are” indowed with, or Duties you 
may, perform, could you, if .a 'Minifter 
Preach _— fo vel. | it a private Chriſti- 
an. Pray moſt inlargedly, ang; to appear- 
ance, x. affeQionarely, cos and Speak 
with the Tongue of Men and Angels ; yet 
if there be any beloved Luft, that*you are 
not willing to. forſake, and have mortified, 
| RT OWR-3 £2 you 


Sb 0 "- 
' you will; be but. ar ſounding Braſs and a } 
Tinkling Cymbal ; this fip,. as was ſaid before, 
will be .a Worm at the root of all you 
do in Religion, it will be a flaw in your . 
Profeſſion, and in what you Took upon as 
an- Evicence of Grace. 
Fudas could Preach, Pray, and work Mi- 
Tacles no lef6.- than the other Apoſtles, but 
Covetoulneſfs. was his beloved Luſt, this lay 
| at the botrem and ſpoiled all, ſo that he ok 
all his Labour, yea his Life and Soul inta 
the ſad Bargain; and fo wilt. thouy O Scul, 
it either Covetouſneſs, Uncleanneſs, Drun- 
kenneſs, Pride, Injuſtice, or any other. ſin 
whatſoever, be beloved by thee, or rule in 
thee. Theſe thy iniquities will choak the 
Good Seed- of the Word, and render it un- 
fruitful, ſo that it will bring 'no fruit to -per- 
fefion ; they will ſet on thee in Prayer, 
and render all -thy Prayers incfjcCtual : Qh, 
let rhis conſideration <xcite. you to endea- 
your to yeur utmoſt ro keep your ſelyes from 
your iniquity, from harbquring. any beloved 
Luſt, gs you would get good by any Duty, ar 
Ordinance of , God, , in +81 
Yea and you who are Belieyers,- and |Up- 
right in the main, let this conſideration ex- 
cite, and preyaib with yau to put forth your: 
moſt yigorous endeavours to keep your ſelves 
from your iniquities, which cho* not _— 
M - 


: - ._.« RO 
ed Lufts, yer are' too prevailing Corruptions 
in you ; even theſe, tho' they may be lef- 
ſer ſins comparatively, and not 'fo open and 
ſcandalous, viz. too much W orldlineſs, Pride, 
Paſſjon, negle&t of ſome Duties, or Forma- 
lity in thoſe you 'do perform, even Drow- 
. finefs, Wandrings in Duty, inward work- 
ings of Corruption, if you are often foiled 
by them, tho? if you Repent of them, and 
ſtrive againſt them , they are not flaws in 
your Titles, yet they will be blots and blurs 
m your Evidences, that you will have much 
to doto read them; they will fmuch hinder 
and interrupt your Communion with God 
in Holy Daties, and the ſettled Peace and 
Comfort of your ' Souts ; they will hinder 
you from getting that good by Ordinances, 
the 'Word, -Prayer, Sacraments and Com- 
munion of Saints, that you mfghr do ; they 
will hinder yout boldneſs at the Throne of 
Grace , and cauſe you to drive, heavily in 
Heavens-way ; therefore Chriſtians, as you. 
. wonld keep your Eviderices clear, have Com- 
munion with God, arid profit by Duties; keep 
your ſelves from your Iniquities, your too fre- 
quently prevailing Corruprtions, 


HI, To ftir you op to keep your ſelves 
from your tnigulty' from harbouring any one 
itidulged, beloved, reigning fin ; confider that 
EX G 4 this 


. C 199)) J 
this your beloved Luſt ,. is very likely ta 
prove a Root of Apoſtaſie. to you ; it is this J 
that cauſes ſo 'many Profeſſyrs to prove Apor | 
Rates at laſt. Any one reigning fin 1s like * 
a Leak in a Ship, which if it be not. ſtopt; 
or the Water pumped out, will certainly.,at 
Jaſt fink the Ship; fo will any one fin what- 
ſoever, that 3s nor Repented of and Maort:- 
hed, but indulged ; this. will indanger your 
. falling off, and falling away afrer your moſt 
ſpecious profeſſion, and performances 5 this 
1s the ſlumbling-block of your iniquity, 
either your Religion will cauſe you to leave 
your beloved Luſts, or. they will. be hkely 
ro make you leave your Religion and: Du- | 
ries, When your Luſts and theſe come in 
competition, | | 
Tulas held on a great way, 'and- for a 
conſiderable time with the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles, bur at laſt his Covetouſneſs, which was his 
beloved Luſt, betrayed him, and cauſed him 
to betray his and our Lord and Maſter;: 
[Therefore keep your ſelves from your | Ini- 
quities, Jeſt you prove Tugdas's, And you'thar | 
are Upright in the main, keep your ſelves 
from your too much and too frequently pre- 
vailing Corruptions, for theſe, tho? through 
Grace they ſhall not cauſe total Apoſtafie, 
yet they may cauſe, and you are in danger 
by them to be brought into, great decays of 
Grace, i | IV, 
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-. IV. Keep your ſelves from your Iniquity, 
your beloved reigning fin, or fins 5 you thac 
are yet in your Uncanverted. ſtate, ' keep your 
ſelves from your moſt - pleaſing and profitable 
fins, for theſe are the. fins, which if not Re- 
| pented of, will moft rorment your Souls in 
Helk; for ever : The Worm of Conſcience 
wall moſt graw upon your Souls.to all Erer- 
nity; in the remembrance of thefe fins: By 
how much any fin has aGorded more carnal 
pleaſure or profit ro you in the commuting 
of - it, ſo much. It will caufe your greater 
torment in your: Conſciences, here it they 
come to be awakened in time, :or elſe for 
ever. in Hell, Rev, 18, 7. . how much ſhe 
hath lived deliciouſly, fo much torment and 
ſorrow give her, God will proportion and 
meaſure out your torments hercafter accord 
ing to ' the meaſure of Delight you 
have . taken in your {ins, or the World- 
ly Profit and Advantage you have got by 
themz you who have taken pleafure in ' Un- 
cicanneſs, Drunkenneſs, 'Tipling, Miſpending 
your time among Unclean, Drinking, Gam- 
iog, Sabbath-profaning, Atheiſtical Sccfling, 
or. any Looſe Companions, theſe and ſuch 
like fins, and. fuch Companions will add ro 
your Torments in Hell : They that were Un- 
ciean,Drunk and Jovially roared together here, 
{hall burn and roar together out of extremity 


of 


of 'Torment -hereafter, Conſcience will fay } 
to thee, as. Abraham 1 the Parable to the ' 
Rich Man, Lak. 16. 25. Thou in thy life-time 
received'ſt thy good things, but now thou art 
gormented ; Therefore keep your ſclves from 
your Iniquity, indulge and be in{laved” to it | 
no longer, your formerly beloved reigning fins, 
ſo as to obey them in the Lufts thereof, 
And you that are Upright and True Belie- 
| vers, do you keep your ſelves from! your 
moſt prevailing, tyrannizing corruptions, for 
tho* upon your renewing your Faith and 
Repentance, they ſhall not rorment you In 
Hell, yer they are like to cauſe the great- 
eſt Wounds and Gaſhes. in your Conſciences 
here. LIE 


V. Keep your ſelves from your Iniquity, 
for. conſider xif you do nor thus, but there 
be any beloved Luft, and reigning Sin har- 
boured in- your Hearts, and allowed of in 
your Converſations, you have ciufe to fear 
that ſfuch' a Luſt, which you will not forſake, 
will provoke God judically to give you up 
ro that Luſt, yea ro many other fins, . the 
moſt vile Aﬀections; to withdraw his re- 
ſtraining Grace, and give you up . to your 
own Hearts Luſts, to the full ſwing of your 
Corruptions z and this is the moſt' dreadful 
jadgment a. perſon can be given up'to con 
this 


this fide Hell, Rom, 1.' 2.4, 26,28. 2 Theſ. 
2. TO, II, 1%: Them' thar' had pleaſure in 
Unrighteouſneſs, God gave them up to ſtrong 
deluſions : And you that are in the main Up- 
right, keep your ſelves from your Iniquities, 
which tho? they be not beloved Luſts, yet too 
often prevail over you, and are too much 
connived at, theſe may provoke God to 
leave you for 2 time to many fore and fad 


falls. 


VI. Keep your ſelves from your iniquities, 
from every . beloved luſt, and reigning fin all 
of you who are yet unconverted; and you who 
are converted, and are Believers, keep your 
ſelves from your ſpecial Sins; thoſe you are 
moſt prone too, and moſt frequently foiled by; 
for conſider, theſe are the ſins by which God is 
moft diſhonoured by you ; Yea and your ſpeci- 
al Sins, that are Profeſſors, yea true Believers, 
theſe are the fins that the men of the World 
will take occaſton from, to reproach Religion., 
If you are foiled by Pride, or too much eager- 
nefs after the World, if you be guilty bur of 
lefler As of Injuſtice or Intemperance, if you. 
be of too airy Spirits, if you: be often foiled by 
unruly Paſſions, raſh Anger and fierce Expreiit- 
ons ; for theſe things wicked men will reproach 
your . Profeſſion, and' Religion it ſelf, and fo 
greatly diſhonour God 3 they will be _ to 
wy 
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ſay, theſe 'are. your. Profeſſors ; \they. can be” ; 


Proud, Cvvetous, Airy, and Paiſjanate, as well 
as their Nzighbours; and though. theſe be not 
allowed fins in you, but coſt you ſtrong cries 
and” rears afterwards : . Yet wicked M:n.do not 
dr will not (ee this; they_ſee your falls, but they 
ſee not the inward Pangz of grief and godly for- 
row you feel for theſez the fore conflits and 
ſtruglings you fecl in ſecrer, on account of theſe 
- fins after you have fallen into them; and: fo re- 
roich you and Religion for them, counting 
thar Þ1ta pretence, and you Hipocrites, whico 
chough it be their great fin ſo to do, yet it 18 
your great Daty to watch, pray, bzlieve and 
ſtrive againſt theſe ſins, and for the mortificari- 
_ on of them, that you may cut off ſuch occaſions 
of wicked M-ns diſhanouring God, and re- 
proachiag Religion, | 


VII. Another Motive , which particularly 
concerns you who are fincere Bzlievers, and 
ſhould ftic you up to keep your ſelves from 
your own iniquities, thoſe which you do often- 
eſt fall inco,” and though not reigning fins, yet' 
are very domineering corruprtions in you, 1s this, 
con(11er, theſe your iniquiries, are the fins which 
of all other, will moſt weaken your graces, hin- 
der the exzrciſe of thzm, and growth 'in them , 
yea impare them, and cauſe decays in them; 
and thzie do and will moſt hinder your Spiritual 
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ÞF comfort- and joy inGod, © Theſe, I ſay, wil 
greatly weaken, the Graces of Gods Spirit -iri 
your hearts, and obſtruQ the aftings of them; 
and your ſteady even walking with with God. 
Falls, you know, wound and weaken perſons , 
cauſe fore Bruiſes, and often haulting und lame- 
neſs : So frequent falls into your ſpecial ſins, will 
cauſe weakneſs in your Souls, in your Graces , 
and your Spiritual Limbs, and cauſe you that 
you cannot at fo ſteadily and vigorouſly in the 
exerciſe of Grace, and Performance of Duties , 
but to halr, go lamely, and drive heavily in 
the ways of God, Theſe your iniquiries, if 
you do not keep your ſelves from them, will 
hinder your growth and propreſs in Grace and 
Holineſs, Theſe are hike Suckers in Trees 
| that draw the Juice and Sap from the Root to 
themſelves ; as falls in Childhood hinder growth 
often times , ſo that ſuch prove but dwarfs all 
their days : So frequent falls into theſe your 
iniquities, though comparatively bur lfler fins, 
yet they may cauſe you to prove but dwarfs in 
Chriſtianity, Yea theſe your ſpecial iniquities , 
if you do not keep your ſelves from them, will 
my 1mpair Grace, cauſe decays and great 
ack flidings ; the prevailing. of theſe corrup- 
tions will keep Grace at a great under in the 
Soul; and theſe are the fins, which, though 
through Grace they ſhall not ruine your Souls ; 
yet they are like greatly to hinder your comf ha 
an 
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and cauſe: God:ito 


moſt grieve the Spirit , and while 


comfort you, and not rather grieve and wound 
your Souls, and write bitter things againſt you? 

Therefore keep your ſelves from theſe your ini- 
quicies, as thoſe which / are your greateſt Ene- 
mies, and would rob you both of Grace and 
Peace, quickening and cornfort, 


VIII. The laft thing IT ſhall mention to: 


Iniquity, whether it be a reigning fin in the 
Unregenerate, or a tyrannizing one in the 
Regenerare, is this, conſider, that it is this 
imquity, or this kind of iniquities that will 
imbitrer aMiQtion ro you, when you lye un- 
der it, and render Death and the Thoughts 
of it moſt unwelcome, yea dreadful to you, Ir. 
is the guilt and prevalency of this ſin.abave-- 
all others, that will put a Sting into Afflictions- 
and into Death, and the Thoughts of it. 
This adds weight to the burden of Affliction, 
and makes it much more inſupportable thaw 
otherwiſe it would be when Conſcience ſhall 
upbraidthee, that. this:or that — > 
IP uniſh- 


withdraw and hide his fac 
theſe are the | great make-Bates between your Þ 
Souls and God ; do not you find and feel this. 

by fad experience ? and how can it be other- | 
wiſe? for it is by theſe iniquities that. you da 
you da_ 
ſo, how can you expect that he ſhould fealand 


ſtir you up to keep your ſelves from your © 
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E& Puniſhment of ſuch a fin that thou-baſt in- 
7 dulged and cheriſhed-in thy boſom , - or at 


leaſt too much connived at, If you keep 


' Not your ſelyes from theſe your peculiar fins, 


you will not be able to entertain your Afflictie 
ons patiently, and much leſs will you be able 
to bear them chearfully, as it becomes you 
to do: Nor will you be able to bear the 
Thoughts of Death comfortably, or indeed 
without dread and terror upon your Spirits, - 
while you remain. under.the guilt and pow- 


| er of theſe your iniquities, tho* it ſhould be 


only the tyrannizing and not the. reigning 
power of them : As therefore you would bear 


 Affliftions, and entertain Death and the 
| Thovghts .of it comfortably, labour after 


this proof of your ſincerity, that you keep 
your ſelves from your iniquity, 

And. now having diſpatched the Motives 
ro excite you to look diligently to this great 
Duty, and great Evidence of fincerity , I 
proceed to cloſe all with. a few Particulars, 
ta. dire&t you to the Ways and Means of 
God?s appointing in. his Word, whereby you 
may. . be.inabled through Grace to keep your: 
{lves;from yaur iniquity, | | 


DireF1ons. | 

I, Would you, keep your ſelves. from your 
1n2quirees, either your reigning fins, or. your; taa./ 
prevailing 


8) 


prevailing corruptions-: z endeavour ' to ger 2 

deep and thorough' ſenſe ' and conviaion by 
the great ſin and evil of this thy ſpecial | 6 
iniquity, bow diſhonourable it hath been, is, ] 
and will be, ro God, and how greatly pre-. 

judicial to thee, thy Soul and B»dy roo; and. 
labour to keep this ſenſe upon thy Spirit all ] 
thy days; ſo as to confeſs and bewail ' it be-. 
fore the Lord, and to be greatly kumvled |} 
\ for it; this would be a means to keep you | 
from it for therime to come, for hereby you 
will come to raſte the birterneſ;, and feel the. 
weight and burden of ir, Therefore keep 
the evil of it conſtantly in the Eye of your . 
Soul, that you may flze from it: K-ep up a | 
ſeaſe of the evil \of that fin which was yout Þ 


moſt predominanf reigning fin in your Un-. 


regenerate ſtate, thus did Pax: Truſting in 
his Le-gal Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, and a 
Perſecuring Spirit were his ſpecial fins before 
his Converſion ; and what a deep bumble 
ſenſe had he of them after his Converſion even 
all his days, 1 Tim, 1, 13, 15. Phil. 3, 7, 
8, 9. He kept far from thoſe fins for ever 
after: Confefſiun and Humiliation are as. it 
were the Souls Vomit, cauſed by its being | 
fick of fin ; now what hath made perſons 
Heart-fick, they will not eaſily be pranget 7 
to feed on again, tho" it may be pleafing 

the Palat: No more will you taſte! of « ole 3 
(to |- 
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F o; the Fleſh) ſweet imorſels of fin, . which 
"F God by his Spirit and Grace hath made bit- . 


ter to your Soul : But now if the ſenſe of 
fins' odiouſneſs begins to wear'cf}, you will be 


Fin danger to be again intangled-with yourold” 


corryptions; theretore as you would keep your 
ſelves from your iniquities, keep a ſenſe :of 
the odiouſnels and bitterneſsof them upon your 
Hearts. Fx | 


II, Be earneft and importunate in Prayer 


. to God, as fori Pardon of, fo for Power againſt 


theſe thy ſpecial iniquities ; beg earneſtly for 
ſpecial Grace and Strength againft thy iſ{pecial 
fins. When thou haſt found out, Indicted, 
and Accuſed this fin, at God's Tribunal , 


, then cry out to God, as for Mercy to the 


through Chriſt, fo for Juſtice againſt thy' 
fins, that God would kill them, and inable' 


| thee to mortifie and crucifie them; drag theſe' 


Traitors before God's Tribunal, and- ſay:,' - 
Lord, theſe are the Arch-Rebels againſt” thy 
Crown, and Dignity, ſlay them 'before thy 
face. . Theſe are ſome of thoſe Devils, or De- 
viliſh Luſts, that will not be - caft out "bur! by 


theſe fins, as Par] did by the Mefſenger 
of: Satan, 2 Cor,. 12, 7, 8; Ply the 'Throne 


_ of : Grace, give God no reſt till he return 
_uch' a Gracious anſwer as he did to' him, 


H verſe 


- JC 


- n .. OED 5 ESPE as 4 Mn Ks TY" _ - SY My rt x 
+ OR ns 2 TR FO-"Y _ g y "Y Eo, "+ SETS 
4 . » 
o & £ : 4 wn i 
T1190 ; -> 
- i _ 


PT. - 4 : 
2 *. 8 SN 
J wy Wy ve ? » 2.25 
#5 _ 
Kage A Fe ih pg Ned ; 
A . mn - 4 - me by 44 wi: 24 
4 | ( ; : F E , yy . 35 
7 ; , . . F 6. - By 
” >. 4 CY 'V * — . 5 : 4 Fe 02 . : <7 
; CY . my *; r 'Y : 
= | Q 
þ 4 ; [iy 
x Fg . b > 0 
by ; £ 


your- iniquity, then to your (ſenſe of , bu- * 


miliation . for, and Prayers againſt it, be. ſure, : 
you that are Beljevers, to add Faithin Chriſt, 
and the lively vigorous aftings of it upon 
him, as for the forgiveneſs of it, ſo for. paw-: 
er againſt ir, and for the fin killing vertue of 
the Death of Chriſt, to kill and crucifie this 
thy too prevailing corruption, Fetch in from 
Chriſt by Faith, conſtant ſupplies of ſpiricual 
ſirengch again® theſe {ins of thine: You. | 
wuſt baye more Rrength than your own, | 


 more-than the ſtrength of Nature, of Rex- b | 


ſon, af: your ewn+ Wills, Purpoſes, and Re- 
ſalutions, yea than of Grace already received, 
ro keep you from, and inable you to pre- 
vail againft ſuch firang corruptions as theſe are 
they: will be too ſtrong for your Purpoſes, 
Durieg,. and Graces, if God do nat ſtrengthen 
you with Srength in your Squls by his Spi- 
Tit, It is God muſt keep you, you cannat | 
keep your felyes, Pſa. 12:7. 1. Except tbe 

Lord keep the City, the Watchman watcherh 
' bat in' pain, So jt will be in relation ta 
your Souls, and. the keeping. them fram fin. 
When Daovid fays in the Text, ] bept my 
kelf » be doth not arrogate te hunſelf, _ 
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Gud: only-/couldi keep birn, which made hin 
pray, as Pſal, 19.11, 12, Cleanſe me from 
my. ſeeret faults,” id Sp back thy ſeroant 


from Pan wmour ſins, and rbeir dommiong 
and ' fo ; be freat 4ranſgreſſion.” Dolt Doſt- . 
"oY Dd Soul, feel thy miquiry flirriog in 


che, ard providifing: over "thre, if thou' be .yer 
in an Uticoriverred ftace, pray..char' God would 
work Faith in ghee 3 © i if: thou! art ,con- 
verted;; ſtirup: atdact Fail on” Chriſt 7 'pray 
a__— to God: ro inable-thee fo to doi 


lift” up an Eye of Faich'to: Chriſt; and! pur 


fork an Hand-of Faith«*tg: rake bold on 
him; and ferch'"ſtrengrh- froch him, and; crys 
ro bid; whith 'this' fin ſets upon” thee, that! 

he' would make? rhee' mbre” than Conqueror 


ater this eh inſquiry; "7 —__ ff. + 


1V, Would you keep" yoar ſelves Dro 2 
your particular. _—_ Wake uſe of "2h *, 8 
Sword" of | che! Spirit the, Word of er oe © bY 


Stady;- Apply and Ie ve 
Writters- and Pooched ann f 
ſievag” - and peevailingy- cory "A 
the Word in altthe parc Of it; i its Precapey\ 
Prokibitions,: Threathings Promifee, - Exan 
pies ahnd- Eperitoces recorder) in. it; agt 


p Is you what wits kivcdewpy ahd” his cw id k 
: 4 F anions to'-perform ; bur he was ſehfible- 
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6r: hear in; and» from the Word: of; God, 'a=* ? 


gainſt ſin in general , apply ; it. againſt . thy ? 
iiquity in particular , as--af '3t were nam- *} 
ed. | YR + '#S SF Fi 
1s thy iniquity, an Omiſſion;z + living in- 
the: negl«&t of. any., commanded: duty.,- pub- 
lick, family or: ſecret, toward :God,.. or: of. 
any -Cuty of. Juſtice or Charity, toward Manz; 
er cf. Sobricty roward--thy:; lke-.muſter up 
the: Holy  Precepts:r0t , God ,-:and- turn- the: 
edge. of them againſt-thy fin, niingling them 
with; Faith ' and» Prayer: Sap, chow: ſhall. Þ 
dare: to live :inj;the negleft ef) theſe dutics 
which God ſo exprefly injoynss7 bis- Word: 
1s [thy iniquity* ain of Commiſſon z then; | 
app!y!. and turn the;iedge of '\the; Prohibirions{ - 
ot the, Word agawſt that fin pk thine, ſay, ' 
to thy Saul , how; ſhall [ ; dafe-.to do that. i 
which God ſo expreſly forkidigi and [which 
his Soul hates ? Make uſe of the Threat- 
nings of Gods: Word againſt;thy;, fan /in par- 
ticular, againſt 'zhy Pride, Paſlion, Coveroufe; 
neſs;7Uncleannefs, s:Drunkenneſs,' : Deceir, or? 
any»Þther. f10.-./And apply the Peoples. hHobe 4 
Power againſt /ſfin,;in general, ar; particulate” 
againſt. thy ſins,ſuchras, Mei 7749; Roms. 6; 1 45 
Exzefec: 36. 25,' 26, 27. . improve; them, to/: 
cleanſe thee from all fiithinefsof,:Fleſh: and: 
Spirit, 2 Cor..7, 1:2 Pet« Þ +: And alſo 1m; 
prove the Exawplgyy of Saints tellipg; —_— 4 
it an 
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- Rors. 13. 14 cut; 6a ſhort ; ſtarve.:theſe!' fans 


Afid -:recoveribg; | out of ir;;/':t6 make! thee 
watchful, againſt falls, and: quicken | 
forward thy recovery , when: overtaken: ant 


fallen, 


V.. Would: you keep your: ſelves' from 
-your-: iniquity,” then be jealous of, and [over 
.your, own Hearts, and bei very Watch- 
ful; againft that-/iniquity. os :.'yalurs you find 
your ſelves moſt prone to, and, - againft all 
occaſions of it ; cut off from it all proviſions, 
all-that would feed and fulfil:theſs Lifts , 


of \thine, do-not-pamper them; gdeny.thyo ſelf 
int what ever tends: to feed; thyin; take heed 


| of that company which thou;tindeſt is; likely 


to draw thee intg thy. | peculiar iniquity! 2:Ne> 
ny thyſelf in; things in themſelves + lawful 
that are not neceſſary, that; hou, finceſt tape 
toi:mmſnare thee, and lead; thee :to, thy ſpeczal 
fin; 1 fay, things dawful; that are nos riecel: 
ſaty,;:you muſt; m ſuch aj bale, farbeatiuehe 
uſe of :. Bur, yauy muſk-ings Ffdrbeat: thei uſd 
of "ſuch. things, a# 2x6, necelfarygcas Food'gnd 
Phy tick ,,- for: fear; they . ſhould; ;prove [ oetgs 
Gohs of; fin. $ but«;you: muſt be watchſut'-3n 
the uſe-of them (21 22 {fn : 
-2Aduch; lefs -muaſh; 5/0u ;forbear, : what isyaur 
duty; to Gadz,.or Men,; bemauſe you way be 
inc; ganger-to begoud; or reſt, :18-Cuties 3+ a | 
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-mbiſt ou decline ſerving Gyd' in your Ze: 


'neration, av he gives you a-call and oppor- . I 


'tunity to: be ſerviceableto' him, chic Cherch, 


the World, and civil Societies 3 but you muſt J | 
doubie your Diligence and Wa: ich, and Guard | 
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againft rhe ſins: thar are apr toi cleave to your- || 


Datics, and againſt che Temprations'” rhac 4 


are apt to" beſet you .in the Places," frfi- 
nr Relationy or —_— you may 
| becalli / 


" . VL; Wouldiyok keep your ſlvesfrot your 


moſt: powerfut and prevailing idiquity, .* you 


who have a work and: principle of Grate - 


wrought in'' you- by the! Spirir of God,” kt | 
bor ro grow! moft of all in; and molt ws } 


exerciſe that Grace: which is 'mott: direQly 
contrary to chiae- fin thou: art! moſt prone ts; 
and moſt eufilp and' frequently foiled: by! z 
for - contraries -d0 beſt! and moſt cfieAwal 


ble i nity, by performing'the duty, and ex- 
by (#4 Grace direfly” comrary'" 20: 
this eh namely; making reftiurtion,. and 'ex- 
erciling mercy, bounty and: ſiberaliry; givw 
ing the half of his Goods to the: Poor, Luk; 
1948, Crudlty was the Jailots' Sin bur when 
Converted; he keeps hiniſalf! from this - bis'in 
quity; by exerciliag* the” Graces moſt oppo: 


expel: each other's thus Oppreſſion' was Za: 
e's - lin, poly he kept rnd from. this 


| 


mn a a _ Ac at. yy" 


- likewiſe. _ Hath Covetouſneſs, Strazt-hdih 
. neſs , "and: pinching from Pious and: Chari- 
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lite to. this Go, namely, couftefie and kind" : 
F "<< 10Pagl and Siler, ABs'16, 24, 33, 34 
3 Oh whit a different carriage w 
1] Pax before his Converſion was 4-moſt birter- 
| and cruel Perſecutor of Chriſtians, and -the * 
+ Chriſtian Religion, but when; Converted, 


who more eminent than he, in. Preaching the * 
Goſpel, and ſuffering for it 5 Go, and dothaw® 


rable uſes , . been your predominant iniquity, 
and would you keep your ſelves from it? Re- 
ſolve then in. God's ſtrength to croſs this 
Covetous temper, and exerciſe the contrary 


1 Duty and Grace of Liberalicy and Heavenly- 


T mindednefs, 


Is Pride in Apparel, or in any other way, 
wherher of Heart or Life, your Sin > To keep 
you from this your iniquity, refolve to lay 
aſide all the Badges of Pride, and in an eſpe. 
cial manner ſet your ſelves to exerciſe the 
Grace of Humilicy, to be cloathed with ir 
both in the inward and outward Man, Hath 
Paſſhon, raſh Anger, bitter and fierce Expreſ- 
ſions in your Pafſion been your fin, and 
would you keep your felves from it? Then 
ſer your- ſelves in” the ſtrength of Chriſt to 
the exerciſe. of Meekneſs and Quietneſs- of 
Spirit, and galmneſs in Speech. and Behayi- 
our. Hath'"Tntemperance, or Unchaſtity been 


your 


was here! $0 


your fn.. To: Pn you Go. A Exerci ns 
exd&t Temperance. in Mear, Drink, Sleep, 1 
Apparel and Recreations, and Chaſtity 1 in Hearr, 
Speech, and, your whole. Carriage z and hy” 
the ;diligent and/: believing. uſe of theſe means, | 
and following. theſe - DireQtions, you - (may, = 
come to keep | your ſelves from your i81qui-+ IF; 
ties, {and ve" bh evidence your being upright , 
: before the Lord. 
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F —_— - His Funeral Sermon wh, 7 by Dr. Birgeſi,h 
| © Pacification rouching the Dadtrinal Diſſent among 
Our unied Brethren in Londons being an Anſwer to 
{ Mr. Williams and Mr. Lobb both, who have appeal- 
| ed in one point (colleGted for an Error) to this Au- 
| thor, for his derermination about ir. 
| © Meadiecria: Oc the middle way barween Proteſtant 
| and- Papiſt ; in a Paper of Juſtification, The ſecond 
 Evition with Additions, and a Letrer to Mt, Williams, 
| The Righteouſneſs. of God reve aled in the Goſpel; 
| or an impartial Enquiry into the genuine Do@, of Sr, 
| Paulin the great bur much controverted Article of Ju- 
"|: fication, To which are prefixed the Epiſtles of the 
| Right Reverend, the Biſhops of Woreefter, Ely and -\| 
| Cheſter. ” 
_ The Friendly Interpoſer between the Authors of 
| thoſe Papers; the one called, 4 Report; the other, + | 
| A Rebuke of that Report. In order ro a reconciliati- : 
on, between the Presbyterians and Independants, All | | 
| four by Mr. foln'Humfre, 
A Sermon preached before the King and Queen, 4 
| Noe, 5; 1692, By Richard L.Biſhop Ny Bath&Wells, 
' David Fones's Farewel Sermon-prezched to the us. :. 
. nited. Pariſhes of St, ary Woolneth and Sr, erg: | 
 Foolchurch- Haw 1n Lombard Street, 
Wenn His Sermon of Family Duties, ''. 
A Brief Tract on the 4th Commandment, where- 
"an 15 diſcovered the cauſe of all our Controverſies a- 
| bout the Sabbath day, and the means of reconciling 
| ther, Recommended by the Reverend. Dr. Bates, 
and Mr. Fobn How. 
5 iff; Defence of Mr. 4. H's brief Enquir ry inf9 the; 
| te of Schila, 9 18 Vindication oi it's Bud 5 | 
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4 pauer Sold by Tho  Parkburf.” SM 
a brief Hiſtorical Four of Nonconformity, . from 
the Reformation to this preſent time. * 
 Erglands Allarme, being an Account of, Gods? 
moſt conſiderable Diſpenſarions of | Mercy and Judg: | 
ment towards tbele Kingdems for 14 yearKlaſt pa 
A. Sermon preached at the Aſfizzs at Sr. Edmond | 
Bury in Suffolk, March 18, 1693. before the, Lord: 
Chief Juſtice Holt, and Judge Rooksby , &Cc, By | 
| Sam. Peck LeQturer of Ipſwich. : 
j An Account of the Bieff-d Trinity, argued from” | 
the Nature and PerfeCtion of the Supreme Spirit, c6= | 
ncident with the Scriprure-Dactrine, in all the Ar- 
ticles of the-Catholick Creed: By Will. Burrough, } 
ReCtor of Chenis in Bucks, 
| An Expoſition of Verſe 2d of the 4 Chap. of the. 
Romans with an Appendix on Chap, 3. Ver. 27 By | 
1 PValter Croff, M. A. 
4 A Sermon preached upon the Death of that Plous | 
and Learned Divine, Fobn Collings, D. D. By Mar- ; 
1 t1n Finch, Miviſter in Norwich: 
1 The Midnight Cry: A Sermon on the Parableof * 
'} the 10 Virgins, by Tobn Maſon, M. A. 
The Churches Security in the midft of all Dif"? 
\ ficulties and dangers, explained ard afferred .in a © 
. Sermon : By R, PV, Miniſter of Kidderminſeer 1 In 
4 Vorcefterſhive. 
His Sermon at the Funeral -of the Reves © 
| rend Mr, Ba/dwin, Miniſter of the Goſpel, .—""F 
1 A Sermon preached on the Death of the. lats 
| Queen Mary, By Andrew Barnet. þ 
Remembrance and Imitation of deceaſed Holy'; 
' Rulers :- A Sermon preached at Rotterdams;' Mar oh, 
J - #5: 4595. N, S, the c day of Her Majzſties Fungi 
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E By Fobn Spademan, -M. A, Miniſter of the:Eng- © 

- if Church there, *o 

. The Cauſe and Cure of Strife and Diviſions : 

 Intwo Sermons preached in Londen; arch 12 and 

- 26, 1695. By Richard Mayo, | 

F. A Difourk on'the Love of Chrift, By V/illiam- 

/ Sheppard, A. M. and Miniſter of the- Goſpel at 

 Ounde in Northamptonſhire, | | 

' The Nature of Juſtification opened, from Rom, | 

5.1, By Mr: Gibborzs ſometime Preacher. at Black | | 

E Froers, London, © | Y 

| One Dillertation concerning the Antiquity cf }. 

- Temples, wherein is ſhown, that there were none - 

| before the Tabernacle ere&ed by Moſes in the Wil : | 

| .dernefſs : From Hiſtories Sacred aud Profare; By | | 

” Foſeph Hill, M. A. Editor of Schrevelius Lexicon, © | | 

A Sermon preached in the City of Exeter, on the | -! 

F Thbaokſgiving day, <2pril 16, 1690, I | 

| 1 
| 


{ God glorifiedand the Wicked ſnared : 4 Thank( 
giving Sermon for the -happy Preſervation of His } 
554/064 Ring YVilliam 11, from v moſt horrid and” 

: barbarous Aflafiinetion, By A, S. \ 
She's Conſpiracy and Ama/ſa's Confederacy : Or, | | 
| 2 modeſt Vindicatioa of the National Affociatiovr, þ 
{ Feb. 25, 1695. | 
| The Proteſtant King protected, the Popiſh King 
+ deteQed and defeated 5” In a Sermon preached ar St, |} 
b Tames Clarkenwell, April 16, 1696, rhe' day of Þ* 
Pyublick 'Thankſgiving, . for the D:liverancs of His 
> Majeſty King YVV:/liam fram Aflzfnation, and His | 
ERivgdom from Invaſion by the French ; both by _ 
ND. Pead, Chaplain. to bis Gracz Fob. Duke of _ 
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| and Sold by Tho,Parkburſt, | 


The glorious reward of faithful. oj decla- * 
red.and improved in a Sermon upon .the occalinh of 

1 the 'Funeral of Mr, Hen. Newcome , A. M,. hy 

Paſtor ar Manchefter ; By John Chorlton, _ 
A Funeral Szrmon on the Death of that choni's] 

Gentlewoman, Mrs, fudith Hammmd , late” Wife 

' of the Reverend Mr, Georpe Hemmind Minifter WY 

|. the Goſpel in London, By Foby Howe. 

| Peace in War, by Chef the Prince of Peace. vY 

"IB preached on the late Pablick Faſt, June 26, 

4 1696. By Francis Fuller, M. A. 

Y- Scripture Juſtification: Or, a Diſcourſe of 7-4 4 
fication, according to Scripture Light, By Saga A 
Clark, M. A. 

+» A Sermon preached on the late Day of Thankf” | 
| giving, Decemb. 2. 1697. By fobn Howe, Manic 

{| -ſter-of the Goſpel ; te which is prefixt Dr, Bates's . 

| Congratulary Speech, Nov. 22. 1697, 'to the King, © | 
in the Name of the Difſeating Minitters 1n-and | abonk. 2 
Loy 4.n. k 
Comfort in Death ; A Funcral Sermon preached 

{ upon the Death of -Mr, Tim. Cruſe, late: m__" 

{ Churchcin Logdon; By Hat, Mead. " 

4 | Remarkson the Affairs of Trade of England and.” 

J Hhrelends By VValter Harris Gent. 

The Fountain of Life open'd : Or, a diſplay ofh [2 
Chrift in_his efſenrial and mediatoria] Glory ; ib 4%, he 
 Sermohs on various Texts. | 7 
A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man. - © 5 

I Hubandry Spiritiualized : Or, the Heuvenly b 

_ of 'Earthly things, All 3 by Mr. Yohn Flavel, © 

2 Duibiertes ou! the Jon Map Br. Jar 
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fel p67 I im Evangtlicum, or 4 Defence of Scripture Ordination, | , 
2 F:G. Exceprions, in 2 Book intiruled Textamen iNevam, , ” 
yy Theo Helmer of Hope, diftinguiſhed from the Hope of Hypo- 

1 -erires, by Angew Birwt, Minifter of the Goſpel. 
Mena bes Tr:diog ſpi1cuaiized, on which Tradeſmen atid others —_ {rt 
þenbres on their Mediratioos, Io 2 parts. By i. Bogſhaw.,: >; | 
Acalm and Sober enquiry, concerning the. poſlthjlicy, . of 7} | 
bs Trim! inthe Godhezd, in a Letter to a Perſon of Worth i in 

,Zparts. By Afr." Jahn Howe, 

Mr-'Maſons Spirkcual Songs, or Songs of praiſe to Mwigh' | 
3 oy; God, on ſeyeral Occafions, The 5. Edition, to which _ 
E "be addcd Penicential Cries. 

A The Goſpel Myſtery of SanRQtification , open'd in ſundry... A c 
praRicalDireRinns. To which is added, a Sermon of Juſtificact- | | 

2, By Mr. Walter Mar'hal. Ki 

A Family Aitar,erc&td ro the Honour of the EcernalGod, ,:}.þ 
'-of a folemn Eſſay. to promo:e the Worſhip of God 1n private. { 
A /' Houſes, together with the bet Exrail ; Or dying Parents liviog-}p 
F Hopes for their” ſurviving Children, grounded upan the Cove- } 
A Le of Gods Grace with'Beheyers and heir Seed, i B 
: 4 . Anew Creature, ora ſhore diſcourſe, opening the Nature $2 
Y Property, and Neceſſity of the great work of the New Crea- | 
. thn'on the Souls of Men. 4] by Mr. Hzywood Min. of the Goſpel. 
A Prefent for ſuth as have been fick and are recovered, ,By\Þ y 
| Merc Neth;Vincent. M. A. 1p 
” , Aq-Eirnceft call ro Family Religion, in 18 Sermotis, By} 43. 
Sam. Slater McA,/ ea 
F- Al Argumentative and Pragical Diſcourfe of Infant Bap-.S ef 
b .- tilme. The Sccond Edition, . 

F ©» Poor Man's Help, and Young Man's Guide, The Third IN þ 
+ tion. B2th by William Burkit M: A of Pembrooh Hall Cam- bt 
ih bridg', No'vy Vicar of Dedban in Eſſex. 
F. " The Svearers D3oMm: a diſcourſe ſertirg forth. the great | 
danger & fintu'neſs of raſh and yain Sweartng, By I. Roſs M.A, þ;z 
b Prayers for the aſe of private Families with Gracgs. f 
| % 7 5; Sarramen's! Hymns, Colle&:d chiefly out of ſuch Paſſages of 
eh M-w T-<itamen:, 45 contain the' moſt. fuirable,matrer of J 
D'vine Praiſes, In the Celebration of the ones WS 1 By ” 
F gps Boyſe of Dabliz m Treland, * | | 
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"A Galleon of Divice Hen 
/ Holy Confidence well improved DT 7 ag 
, | a Sermon preached to rhe Societyes for 1 Reformation-c 
| ners at Salters Hall,on Manda) Aug. 16. 169]-By Met. St 
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Chara&ered, Cautioned, and encouraged ; ; aSermon CA 
Y | to the Societys for Feſormarion of Mauners | 0 Landes $6 BEA 
Lf 1697. © 
4} Rules and Motives1 £0 the Duty of Pra yer, 
n 


The CharaQers of a Godly Mag, both; as-more Or | 

.'} io Grace, 

I- Proofs of Gods Being;aud of the Scriptates Divine Originab,}.. 

y. | AIT four &y.D. Burgys, RE 4 

1 The Grand Queſtion reſclved, what we e muſt do tobe COLL 

Y-4 or Infiructions for-a Holy Life. ii UB ng Fe 

- 1 A Call to ſeriouſneſs in Religion. - ©: 28 
'7 "Good Councel to the. Converted ard MA Rs Abg-s. 


af bythe late Reverend Mr. Richard Baxter. "KF eg 

xt. | "Monthly Preparations to the Holy Communicn. Ry” HF. 

& {Publiſhed y Mat. Sylveſter - i Wa$e 7 

Sacramennal Preparations for the Holy Communion i in ſ{id1 dots, 

46y a Revcrend Divine of the Church of Exgland.  _ . _ XL <4 

3 | Mr. John Showers Sacramental Diſcourſer. | 55 
i 1} Mr.Yin's Treatiſc on the Lords'Supper. Vs 13-563 :8 


l. ATLooking Glaſs forthe Unmarried,; wherein they may ſee. NT 
1 : bag things. t-+ The Benefits, Helps and; Cemfores efa hapat 
4 Þy Marriage. 2. How to. 'proceed regularly .in order. ſors, BN 
4 3-How'to make a happyChoice. 4.How to demean themſclre 
Jeach other, in order to Family Peace and-Concord: 56T TN 16 © ps Th 
iclithveDutys of Hwtband and Wite. By Mr. Edward Dm 

: of the Goſpel. > 
j Death '1mpraved, & Immoderate ſorrow reprored. By:M 
M- Siward Biry. 

1 A moſt tamiliar explanarien of the Aſſ:mblies ſhorierG 
At Jchiſm, in. which their larger Arſivers are broken i into-le 
A. ſrarcels, thereby to let in the light by Degrees inco them x 

the Learners. 
'of Af ure Guide to Heaven, Both by 7aſepb Altin. = 
JE Jes fo an only Child, or :( «el TION: toalye at £ 
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